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WOMAN’ S 


An elderly man was burned 
to death and his widowed sis- 
ter, trapped by smoke and 
flames on the top floor of their 
South Boston home, was over- 
come by hysteria today. 

The dead man is Patrick F. 
Sullivan, 71, a retired New 
Haven Railroad clerk, in whose 
kitchen on the second floor of 
the house at 152 H St., South 
Boston, the fatal fire started 
shortly after 9 a.m. 

At City Hospital being treat- 


SAVED A LIFE 


Prompt use of 


GAMEWELL 


FIRE ALARM BOXES 


saves human lives 
and property 


Joseph Golden, 10 years old, shows how 
he sent the alarm. Joe had been taught in 
school the purpose of the box and how to 
use it. When an emergency occurred, he 
acted promptly. 


LiPe SAVED 


ed for hysteria is Mrs. Helen 

Wall, 70, a widow and Sullivan’s 

sister. Fire Lt. John O’Mara of 

Ladder 19 and members of his 

crew rescued her when they We invite 

found her crouched on the top 

of the back stairs of the house. your 

She lived on the third floor. inaaaie 
The alarm for the fire was quiry 

sounded by Joseph Golden, 10, 

of 457 East 6th St., South 

Boston, who saw smoke pour- 

ing from the house and ran to 

the nearest fire alarm box. 
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shows the Alabama Firemen Training Station 

Thecover | located at the University of Alabama, pro- 

photo tecting the University. Through a cooperative 

agreement with the City of Tuscaloosa it is 

maintained as No. 3 fire station of the city 

Which furnishes a standby force of officers and operators sup- 

plemented by university students. These in return for their 

services, have dormitory and other privileges in the station. 
They are required to attend regular training sessions. 

The ground floor contains apparatus room, hose rack, office, 
and alarm room. The second floor has dormitory for 14 men, 
toilets, kitchen, experimental laboratory, and a classroom 
seating 50 which can be converted to dormitory use by means 
of folding beds. 

The station houses four pumpers including two new ones 
furnished by the State Department of Education and shown 
in the cover photo. One is a 750 gpm Seagrave, the other a 
Chevrolet equipped with 500 gpm front mount and midship 


Number 12 

















American Marsh pumps. 
men, particularly those attending the annual short course, 
with apparatus similar to that in their home departments. 


These are to provide student fire- 


According to Ben E. Harris, Associate State Supervisor 
Trade and Industrial Education, the station and equipment 
represents not only an investment of at least $75,000 but a 
cooperative effort by the State of Alabama, the State Depart- 
ment of Education, the University of Alabama, the City of 
Tuscaloosa, the Alabama League of Municipalities, and the 
Alabama State Firemen’s Association. 


es a HOW about a Christmas fire prevention cam- 
| Fire Safe paign in your community so that your Yule 

Christmas | feast and peace will not be interrupted by bell 
| | and siren. Most townfolk expect to hear a 

p word of caution from their fire department 
during the holiday season. It is a comfort to them to know 
that the firemen are thinking of their safety, and a word of 
caution regarding fire-safe decorations, Christmas tree wiring, 
safe disposal of Christmas gift wrappings, and collection and 
disposal of old Christmas trees are all subjects that bear re- 
peating each year 

The NFPA is prepared to help you with your Christmas 
fire safety plans. The folder printed in red and green entitled 
“‘Make this a Safe Christmas’’ is popularly priced at $2.00 per 
100, or $17.50 per 1000. Sample copies are free on re juest. 
Fire departments having special or challenging problems in 
connection with their seasonal public relations programs are 
invited to write NFPA Public Relations Manager Melvin R. 
Freeman for suggestions and assistance. 

Firemen will also want to give special attention to all places 
of public assembly where large crowds will gather for holiday 
festivities and merriment. Safe and adequate exits, first aid 
fire protection, and adequate alarm facilities are a must for 
each such gathering. Attention is called in this issue of 
FIREMEN to a new 10th edition of the NFPA Building exits 
Code, the standard guide for safeguarding life from fire in 
buildings. 

Perhaps the greatest fire problem of the season, at least 
numerically, is the disposal of thousands of old Christmas 
trees thrown out of doors after New Years. Some depart- 
ments have had to answer hundreds, yes, thousands, of fire 
calls where small boys have gathered these trees and set them 
afire in back yards and alleyways endangering nearby prop- 
erty. A much better practice is the collecting of these derelict 
trees to play grounds and open spaces where officially spon- 
sored bonfires may be conducted under controlled conditions 
with relative safety. This has been done in Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, Minn. (see Firemen, March 1949, page 30). 
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Fire Protection for Simsbury, Connecticut 


by Eliot Dodge, in cooperation with Chief Lea Hutchinson 


HE Ensign-Bickford Company wishes to terminate its 

contract to furnish fire protection to the Town of Sims- 
bury, Connecticut, as soon as possible.” This note, addressed 
to the Board of Selectmen in January 1944, brought to a head 
the long standing problem of fire protection for the town of 
Simsbury, Conn. In January 1944 fire protection for the 
greater part of the town consisted of one American-LaFrance 
500 gallon pumper, owned, operated, and manned by the 
E-B Company. But World War II had reduced the number 
of trained firemen to eight, and fire protection was at its low- 
est ebb at the very time when people were more keenly con- 
scious of the necessity of protecting their homes from fire than 
ever before. 

The Board of Selectmen acted promptly upon the receipt of 
the above note and a committee was appointed to study the 
problem of fire protection. 

The job of organizing a company of firemen fell to Robert 
Pringle, and on April 12 he called together a group of inter- 
ested men. Exemption from the draft must obviously be one 
of the pre-requisites to becoming a fireman in 1944. Tempo- 
rary officers were elected and twelve men were picked for the 
first class in “fire fighting technique” taught by Chief John 
S. Paschl, State Fire Instructor. On June 29, 26 volunteer 
firemen voted to incorporate as The Simsbury Volunteer Fire 
Company, Ine. J. Frank Daly, Sr., was the first president. 
On July 2, 1944, the Ensign-Bickford Company delivered 
their 500 gallon American-LaFrance pumper to the company 
and the company assumed responsibility for fire protection in 
Simsbury. Twelve men who had already comp'eted their first 
course under Chief Paschl and an additional course in pump- 
ing under Commissioner Horace B. Clark of Granby (member 
NFPA) turned teachers and instructed the remainder of the 
company in elementary fire fighting techniques. 

It was one thing to create a volunteer fire company; it was 
another thing to solve its problems. How would this project 
of fire protection be financed? The committee studying the 
problem decided that a fire district was the best answer and 
in May 1944 brought out a petition for a special town meeting 
for the organization of such a district. On June 5, 1944, the 
Simsbury Fire District came into being and the residents of 
the district elected a slate of officers. The district president, 
Paul Collier, appointed the first commissioners who are still 
serving. These commissioners hold office for three years, the 
terms being so arranged that one term expires each year. 
The commissioners are responsible for appointing the fire 
chief. They named Lea Hutchinson as the fire chief. He is 
still serving in that capacity. It is the chief’s responsibility to 
appoint his own assistant chiefs, captains, and lieutenants. 

One of the unique features of the Simsbury Fire District is 
that within its limits the problem of outdoor fires commonly 
called “burning in the open” is under the jurisdiction of the 
state, and not of the district. It took a special legislative act 
accomplish this, but the reasoning behind the act was simple 
enough. The Simsbury Fire District includes some 19,000 
acres of which about 10,000 acres are woodland. Obviously 
this newly created district did not have the wherewithal to 
control “burning in the open” in such an area. 

How would an adequate water supply for places not reached 
by the local water systems be provided? The obvious answer 
was a tank truck. The account of how it was built is an out- 
standing example of ingenuity coupled with hard work. 

Chief Hutchinson reports: 

“As soon as the company was formed we started looking 
for a truck to build into a ‘tanker.’ We wrote the U.S. Treas- 
ury Department at Boston in May inquiring about trucks 
and on June 14 they sent us information about the trucks 
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they had for sale at Ayer, Mass. On June 17 we went to Ayer 
to inspect the trucks, found one with a 1,000 gallon tank that 
we liked, and purchased it. The release came through on 
July 15 and we left for Ayer two days later fully expecting to 
bring the truck home with us. But when we came to fill it up 
with water and oil we found the block was broken. After much 
correspondence and numerous attempts to get an adjustment 
we found that we had bought it ‘as is’ and we had to take it. 
On August 7 we went to Ayer again, taking our mechanics 
with us. They patched the broken block temporarily and we 
drove the truck back to Simsbury in the evening. The owner 
of one of the garages offered us the use of the garage and its 
equipment nights and Sundays, and everyone turned out. 

“While the mechanics patched the block and overhauled 
the motor the rest of the firemen installed a 500 gallon skid 
pump on the back of the truck There are hose racks for 214-in, 
hose on one side, and 114-in. on the other, boot and coat racks, 
and compartments for other equipment. Our ‘tanker’ 
and compartments for other equipment.” 

Without doubt the most original feature of this “tanker” 
is the circulation system which circulates the water through 
the pump and back into the tank to keep it from freezing 
while at a fire on a cold night. So far the coldest weather it 
has been out in is 14 degrees below zero and it delivered three 
loads onto the fire without trouble that night. Another night 
it “stood by” in the wind for three hours in four degree below 
zero Weather at a chimney fire, and when it finally returned to 
the garage, due to circulation, the water was a lot warmer 
than the hands of the firemen. 

This “tanker” was built during the war when parts were 
not available. We used two old steam valves from a discarded 
sawmill in our pumping system, a 5-in. steam trough to carry 
the suction hose, wire horse stall dividers for coat and boot 
racks, and we made a new bumper from part of an old bridge. 
The front grille work was all gone so we made some of wood 
that looked like the real thing. The running boards and much 
of the steel work were made up from an old brine tank donated 
by a farmer as a reward for doing a good job on a fire at his 
place. Some of the special fittings for the hookup that al- 
lowed the water to be circulated were made by one of the fire 
commissioners. 

But even after extensive repairs the motor and chassis still 
gave us trouble, and since the “‘tanker” had by now become a 
necessity to us in the rural areas the district officers decided 
to give us a new chassis. The Sunday after it arrived the fire- 
men began work at 9:00 a.m. and at 2:30 p.m. the tank truck 
was back in service. In all, $3,334.23 was spent on this 
“tanker.” 

In 1947 the firemen voted to build another tank truck if 
the district would buy the chassis. This time we started out 
with new materials and a new chassis. The truck was built 
entirely in Simsbury by the firemen. It carries 600 gallons of 
water, 1,000 feet of 214-in hose, 900 feet of 114-in. hose, and 


Chief Lea Hutchinson leading his men to their new fire house. 
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has a 500 gallon pump which is hooked up like the one on the 
“tanker”’ so that the water is circulated in cold weather. This 
truck cost the district $3,909.77, and as soon as it passed the 
underwriters’ tests and requirements the insurance rates in 
West Simsbury, where it is stationed, were reduced. 

While looking around for ladders in the fall of 1947 we dis- 
covered that our neighbor, West Hartford, had an old ladder 
truck for sale. We bid $750 and got it. It has more and big- 
ger ladders, in excellent condition, then we had even dreamed 
of owning for some years to come. The district budget pro- 
vided some money for ladders, but this was too good a buy to 
miss so the company came up with $425 of its own money 
and we drove the ladder truck to Simsbury in December. 
Five months later the ladders from this truck enabled us to 
put out the fire in the Curtiss building, a fire we couldn’t even 
have reached without those ladders. 

With four pieces of fire apparatus to house, both the town 
garage, and Fred Bourgeois’ garage had been outgrown. An- 
ticipating this housing shortage in May 1947 the district pur- 
chased land on Hopmeadow Street. The acquisition of the 
second tank truck and the ladder truck in the summer and 
late fall of 1947 made prompt action imperative, so at the 
annual meeting of the fire district in May 1948 the sum of 
$80,000 was appropriated for the construction of a new fire- 
house. Construction was started early that fall and the house 
was accepted in May of this year. The new firehouse is an 
attractive red brick, colonial style house that blends in nicely 
with neighboring buildings along the main street. The main 
floor has room for four pieces of apparatus. The second floor is 
divided into two units in one of which is a kitchen, ladies’ 
lounge, and large meeting room. The other unit contains an 
apartment for the operator of the fire alarm system, and his 
family. Townspeople have been most generous in their dona- 
tions of furnishings and equipment, the gifts ranging all the 
way from books for a library, and a television set, to individual 
items of kitchen equipment. 

How would the volunteers be kept interested and coming 
to drills? These problems are common to all volunteer fire 
companies. Chief Hutchinson feels that the record of 80 per- 
cent attendance for 51 meetings per year speaks for itself. 
The methods were many, but they all had one idea in com- 
mon, having something for each man to do at each drill. It 
was not long after its formation before the company acquired 
its own drill grounds where the firemen could build various 
types of fires and fight them. After the ladder truck was ac- 
quired ladder drills were held on a bank building, at the Ethel 
Walker School, and at the Westminster School. New Eng- 
land weather being what it is, there had to be inside drills. It 
was at these drills that the company members learned first 
aid, and fought fires before they occurred. Plans of all of the 
large buildings in town showing exits, shut-offs, and hydrants 
were drawn on the blackboards and fires fought in them long 
before they ever occurred. It was only a month after the 
company had been fighting an imaginary fire in the old 
Seminary Building when the fire actually happened. The 
company performed its most spectacular success to date by 
saving the lower half of this building in spite of the oft re- 
peated prophecy, “If a fire ever starts there, the whole works 
will go.” Another method of keeping up interest was to 
sponsor State Fire Drillmasters Meetings. Here the com- 
pany had the advantage of the Massaco State Park ih its own 
backyard, so to speak, and it sponsored all day meetings there 
in September of 1944 and 1945. In 1948 it sponsored one of 
these meetings on its own drill grounds. 

Still another method was to encourage the wives of mem- 
bers to form an auxiliary unit and hold meetings on the night 
of the company’s monthly business meetings, with refresh- 
ments for all after both meetings were over. This scheme not 
only produced many happy potluck suppers, but it gave the 
company a group of very loyal women who took over receipt 
of fire calls for a long period of time, sacrificing their freedom 
to leave their own house so that no call for assistance would 


In October the townspeople turned out to dedicate their new $80,000 fire- 
house in which is housed an American LaFrance pumper, a ladder truck, a 
GMC tank truck, a fire alarm systen, and a rescue boat fully equipped for 
lifesaving purposes. In addition, there is another fire station in West Sims- 
bury housing a Ford tank truck. 


be missed. How much the help of the auxiliary unit meant to 
the firemen is shown by the fact that the company unani- 
mously proposed poo] room in the new firehouse should be 
given over to the auxiliary as a meeting place. 

While training is certainly one of the basic attributes of a 
good fireman it is not the only one and the firemen were quick 
to recognize this fact. The Simsbury Volunteer Fire Com- 
pany, Inc., is a different organization from the Simsbury Fire 
District. The “company” has three classes of membership: 
active, social, and honorary. Present membership is 50 active 
members of whom 35 are active, trained firemen, and 15 are 
on the reserve list, acquiring training in readiness to step into 
a vacancy in the active list. In addition there are 25 social 
members, and 10 honorary members. The Company has its 
own set of officers and its own budget. Its expenditures in- 
clude uniforms for the active members and reserves, numerous 
purchases of needed articles of fire fighting equipment (which 
have totalled more than $1,000 in five years), furnishings for 
the new firehouse, a welfare fund for the members over and 
above insurance coverage (called the Frank Bradley Fund in 
memory of the first active member to lose his life — a victim 
of the circus fire in Hartford), and a host of community serv- 
ice projects. 

Ever since its formation it has sponsored the local Sea 
Scout Ship, and the Sea Scout rescue boat, mounted on a 
trailer, stands ready in the new firehouse for any water emer- 
gency. The present rescue boat, and much of its equipment, 
was donated by the local chapter of the American Red Cross 
to replace another rescue boat that was lost during the course 
of relief operations in a flood of January 1, 1949. 

A year ago the Company started a drum and bugle corps 
for the young people of the town, under a competent in- 
structor. During the past summer the corps won five trophies. 
Outfitting this corps has cost the Company over $1400 to 
Outfitting this corps has cost the Company over $1400. 

Where does all this money come from? An annual three- 
day Firemen’s Bazaar, the climax of which is a fireman’s 
parade attended by all the neighboring companies, yields a 
considerable amount of money. The Thanksgiving Eve fire- 
men’s ball has now become an annual affair and yields a 
profit. And the firemen are always on the alert to turn a ready 
profit into their coffers. They came up with the low bid for 
removing the trees from in front of the new firehouse, making 
the driveway, and doing the landscaping, and as usual they 
discovered they had bitten off a large-sized job, but hustle did 
it and the money was needed. Currently they are engaged in 
bringing out a business directory for Simsbury and the sur- 
rounding towns which should yield another profit. 

Five years ago adequate fire protection for the town of Sims- 
bury was a dream. Today it is a rapidly expanding reality. 
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States Urged to Initiate 
Civil Defense Programs 


ATTERS of civil defense are con- 

sidered so important that they are 
being handled in Washington by the 
President’s office itself. The National 
Security Resources Board, which is a 
direct agency of the President’s office, 
is serving as the coordinating body in 
the Federal Government for civil de- 
fense planning. Mr. William A. Gill is 
coordinator of civil defense planning. 

Mr. John R. Steelman, Acting Chair- 
man of the National Security Resources 
Board, has addressed the governors of 
each of the states, reminding them that 
civil defense plans require cooperative 
efforts of Federal, State and 
governments. 

Civil defense might be a time and 
money-Wasting process if it is not carried 
on realistically and in a common sense 
manner. Mr. Steelman informed the 
governors regarding the policies of the 
Federal Government for relationships 
with State and local governments in 
civil defense planning. Many of the 
states are already concerned with plans 
for civil defense and numerous states 
have already acted. 

The following is a quoted verbatim 
from the statement Mr. Steelman has 
sent to the governors: 


local 


1. The Chairman and staff of the Na- 
tional Security Resources Board will deal 
directly with state governments, or through 
state governments with political sub- 
divisions within states. 

2. Information or advice released by 
NSRB will be channeled to states; it is 
assumed that states will relay the same to 
their political subdivisions when appro- 
priate. 


3. Requests for information or advice 
received from political subdivisions may 
be answered directly with copies of the cor- 
respondence going to the appropriate state 
government; however, requests of this 
nature will be referred to state govern- 
ments for direct reply as state facilities for 
processing them are developed. 


{. NSRB will look to various agencies 
of the Federal Government for the devel- 
opment of civil defense plans and pre- 
paredness measures. When understand- 
ings are reached regarding assignments of 
this nature, state governments will be 
notified. Where other Federal agencies are 
involved in civil defense planning assign- 
ments which require the maintenance of 
channels of communication with states 
and local governments, they will be guided 
by the policies outlined in paragraphs 1, 
2 and 3 above. 


5. NSRB will maintain contact with 
national organizations in the field of state 
and local government on civil defense plan- 
ning matters for the purpose of: 


a. Securing from them current statisti- 
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cal data and other types of general in- 
formation; and, 


b. Keeping them informed of civil 
defense activities of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 


6. The NSRB will encourage states to 
adopt civil defense legislation which: 

a. Creates a state civil defense plan- 
ning body; 

b. Provides for civil defense planning 
bodies in its political subdivisions; 

c. Charges the state officials and sub- 
ordinate planning bodies with responsibil- 
ity for both peacetime and wartime 
disaster relief planning and preparedness 
measures. 


7. Although the report of the Office of 
Civil Defense Planning entitled ‘Civil 
Defense for National Security,” known as 
the ‘‘Hopley Report,” has not been offi- 
cially adopted, the NSRB believes the re- 
port to be a useful guide to the substantive 
areas in which planning must be done for 
federal, state and local civil defense. 

8. The Federal Government is not 


prepared at this time to furnish to State 
and local governments all of the informa- 
tion and guidance needed by them from 
federa sources to prepare well-integrated 
and timely civil defense plans for state and 
local use in emergency. While the agencies 
of the Federal Government are working 
toward the fulfilment of these needs, the 
NSRB will encourage state and local gov- 
ernments to proceed as far as practicable 
with their civil defense planning. In the 
process of this planning, it would appear 
advantageous in the immediate future for 
the state and local governments to place 
major emphasis on plans for relief from the 
effects of peacetime disastérs. The experi- 
ence gained in dealing with peacetime 
disaster, if carefully evaluated, can con- 
stitute a realistic frame of reference against 
which wartime civil disaster planning can 
be appraised. 

9. The NSRB, directly or through 
other Federal agency channels, will trans- 
mit to states: 

a. Information on activities in other 
states. 

b. Information on activities of Federal 
agencies. 

c. Policy guidance and planning criteria. 

10. The NSRB and other Federal 
agencies will solicit from states current 
information as to progress in state and 
local civil defense planning. 


a 


Some New Rural Apparatus 


The West Suburban Fire District near Rockford, Illinois, went into service on the Sunday of Fire Prevention 
Week with a 1100 gallon tanker and a new Class A 500 gpm pumper built by the Boyer Fire Apparatus 
Company of Logansport, Indiana, on a White WC-20 chassis powered by a White 130-A motor (120 
bhp). This $11,000 pumper shown above, has a multi-stage Hale centrifugal pump, 500 gallon water 
tank, two booster reels, 1200 ft. hose body. Water will be drawn from the tanker and then from the 
pumper's tank while the tanker refills. Fire calls will be received throug) the Rockford City fire alarm office 
which will operate the volunteers’ siren and give the location of the fire to the first volunteer phoning from 


the suburban fire station. 


Here is the new 500 gallon tank apparatus with 500 gpm Barton front mount pump delivered to the Com” 
munity Fire Association of Mexico, Indiana, by the American Fire Apparatus Conpany of Battle Creek 
Michigan. This equipment on a Ford chassis is shown discharging through two Barton fog guas at 409 Ibs. 
pump pressure. The pump can be operated while the truck is in motion making it possible to follow up 
grain and field fires. The high pressure reels have electric rewind. 
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ANY volunteer firemen and other 
persons are familiar with the series 
0! cartoons by Graham Hunter on the 
lite of the rural residents of “Sycamore 
Center.” It is thought that the readers 
0! FirEMEN would be interested in see- 


ing his Fire Prevention Week cartoon 
which appeared in the Southern Agri- 
culturist, for October 1949. 

This cartoon presents community re- 
action to the volunteer fire department’s 
fire prevention week program. While it 


is intended to have an element of humor, 
it is none-the-less entirely sympathetic 
to the aims of fire prevention, and shows 
that the volunteer department can get 
the entire town talking about its fire 
prevention program. 
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Protecting Apparatus 

REQUENTLY, the NFPA office is 

asked whether it is good practice to 
put calcium chloride in fire truck tanks 
so that the apparatus can be stored in 
unheated garages. The answer is ‘“No”’ 
because calcium chloride speeds cor- 
rosion, but equally important, it is not 
good practice to store fire apparatus in 
unheated quarters. After all, a fire 
truck is not much good unless it starts 
quickly. In an unheated building the 
lubricants may be hard, the battery in- 
efficient, and carburetion sluggish. 

When the apparatus is on the road 
the motion of the water should prevent 
freezing providing that the tank and 
small line valves are shut and the pump 
casing drained. Trouble with freezing 
at pump gauges and other locations 
where water passes through small re- 
stricted spaces is being eliminated in 
the newer models where pump and 
gauges are behind enclosed panels and 
protected by heat from the motor. 

Where there is danger of freezing of 
the main apparatus tank through long 
exposure to severe cold, it may be de- 
sirable to circulate the water by pump- 
ing from the tank and discharging back 
into the tank. Some tank trucks have 
an auxiliary pump powered by an inde- 
pendent gasoline engine arranged so 
that the pump can be started before the 
apparatus leaves quarters and water 
circulated through the pump and back 
to the tank while the truck is out of 
quarters. In general, however, the 
motion of water with the truck en route 
will prevent freezing although there may 
be some advantage in starting the aux- 
iliary pumping unit inside of warm 
quarters if this does not delay response 
seriously. In volunteer units, the tank 
truck may not be the first piece to re- 
spond and there may be time to get the 
auxiliary pump running before leaving 
quarters during bitter cold weather. 

Of course, the radiators of fire ap- 
paratus are subject to freezing as are 
other types of motor vehicles. How- 
ever, where the auxiliary cooling system 
for pumpers is of a type that circulates 
water directly from the pump to the 
cooling system of the truck, rather than 
by an indirect heat exchanger, anti- 
freeze solution would be lost during 
pumping. This might not be too costly 
where pumping is only occasional. Gen- 
eral fire department practice is to always 
leave fire apparatus motor running 
when the apparatus is out of doors dur- 
ing freezing weather. A frequent prac- 
tice is to cover the hood of the apparatus 
and idle the motor when the equipment 
is standing outside for a considerable 
period of time. 
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Outwitting Jack Frost 


Personnel Protection 


There is always the tendency to be 
deceived by changes in weather. A man 
is quite comfortable during the day and 
figures he can get along without the 
heavier winter linings in his turnouts. 
Then he is called from a warm bed and 
becomes soaked with water from the 
hose during a sub-freezing night and 
sickness as well as less efficient fire 
fighting results. 

At a fire company meeting why not 
inspect each member’s winter turnout 
clothes? See that winter linings are in- 
stalled in fire coats, bunker or turnout 
pants, fire helmets, that suitable gloves 
or mittens are kept in fire coat pocket, 
and that ear protection is provided. We 
know of one volunteer fire chief who 
keeps a set of long underwear and cover- 
alls on a coat hanger near his bed. He 
can pull these on in one operation pro- 
viding a quick warm turnout suit under 
his fire coat and boots which are near 
the door. Of course, a regular fireman’s 
bunker “hitch” of waterproof trousers 
and boots ready for night turnouts are 
almost as important for volunteer fire- 
men as for paid men. Such protective 
clothing is remarkably inexpensive com- 
pared with conventional heavy clothing 
and much more serviceable. One sick- 
ness prevented will more than justify 
the cost, to say nothing of the comfort 
of being properly clothed for the rigors 
of winter fire fighting. 

Incidentally, in areas where ice is 
common in winter it is a good precaution 
to strap ‘‘creepers” under the instep of 
boots to prevent falls on the ice. 


Fire Ground Operations 
HEN temperatures are approach- 
ing the zero range, hose lines once 
charged are never shut down until they 
are ready to be disconnected and placed 
out of service. For once the flow has 
stopped, the water will freeze rendering 
the line useless and exposing the hose to 
damage through brittleness from cold. 
Usual practice after knocking down 
a fire in cold weather is to place the pipe 
or nozzle out through a window and 
allow a moderate flow of water to con- 
tinue. It is well to keep this discharge 
away from doors to avoid accidents due 
to falls on the ice. When it is time to 
“make up”’ the lines, the crews will want 
to work fast to break the couplings and 
walk the water out of the hose. If any 
part of the hose is frozen, care should be 
taken not to bend the hose so as to 
damage the lining or jacket. If hose is 
badly frozen in the street it may be well 
to get the apparatus back to quarters 
and have the hose picked up by a special 
detail with a supply truck. 





Heating and Protecting the Station 


T is most important to remember that 

destruction of the fire station and 
apparatus by fire resulting from faulty 
heating equipment may be disastrous 
for the community. Such fires have been 
known to spread to other property be- 
fore outside help could arrive. 

Open flame heaters preferably should 
be in a separate room, cut off from the 
apparatus room. Where it is necessary 
to provide heating units in the apparatus 
storage area, approved gas or electric 
heaters of types listed by Underwriters’ 
Laboratories, Inc., may be employed. 
After all, a fire station is a garage, and a 
garage is classified as a ‘Hazardous 
Location, Class 1, Division 2,’ under 
article 500 of the National Electrical 
Code. In brief, this means a location in 
which flammable volatile liquids or 
flammable gases are handled, processed 
or used, but in which these are normally 
confined within closed containers from 
which they can escape only by accident. 

In such locations, electrical equip- 
ment producing temperatures which 
may ignite the fuel shall be of a type 
approved for this class of hazardous 
location if located within four feet of 
the floor where gasoline vapors would 
settle. Where located above the four 
foot level electrical equipment shall be 
totally enclosed or have openings 
guarded to prevent falling of hot metal 
in event of an arc. Where gas heating 
equipment is used, unit heaters should 
be at least eight feet above the floor. 

Fire departments can obtain copies of 
the Underwriters’ Laboratories list of 
“Electrical Equipment for Hazardous 
Locations” and the list of “Inspected 
Gas, Oil, and Miscellaneous Appliances” 
free upon request to the NFPA. 

Where a fire station does not have per- 
sonnel constantly on duty, it is strongly 
recommended that thermostatic heat 
detection equipment (if nothing more 
than a fusible link actuating an electric 
siren switch) be placed in the vicinity of 
the heater. Such a simple and inex- 
pensive arrangement, if universally fol- 
lowed, would save thousands of dollars 
worth of fire apparatus and fire stations 
from destruction by fire each winter. In 
recent months, this same sort of fusible 
link-siren switch arrangement previously 
recommended in FirEMEN, has given 
warning of five fires in unattended 
country grain elevators valued at 
$1,100,000 according to reports reaching 
NFPA Director R. D. MacDaniel, Vice 
President, Grain Dealers National Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Company. 

Of course, where an unattended fire 
station manned by volunteer or call 
firemen is located in a community hav- 
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ing a fire alarm box system it is possible 
to provide much more complete fire de- 
tection facilities for the station. An 
example, is the fire detection equipment 
provided in a new fire station completed 
this year in Westwood, Mass., following 
destruction of the previous station by a 
belatedly discovered fire which was 
caused by defective heating equipment. 

The new station has a fire alarm cir- 
cuit with thermostatic devices located 
on the ceilings of both basement and 
first floors and arranged to operate a 
Gamewell master fire alarm box on the 
front of the fire station. Should a 
thermostat detect a fire, box 121 will 
sound four rounds on the air horns on 
both of the fire stations in the town. 

As a further precaution, the fire alarm 
central station equipment is located in a 
fire resistive room which must be en- 
tered from outside of the building. Also 
one circuit of the fire alarm system is re- 
served for the fire station so that if 
sleet or storms should interrupt any of 
the overhead wiring of the outside box 
circuits, the fire station facilities, includ- 
ing the automatic fire detection equip- 
ment protecting the station will remain 
operative, powered by the fire alarm 
system batteries having 60 hours operat- 
ing capacity. 


Winter Operations 
In New Brunswick 


NE of the problems of obtaining 

water for rural fires has been the 
freezing of water holes and other out-of- 
door water sources in the winter in 
northern climates. It is possible in most 
cases to chop through the ice but valu- 
able time is lost. 

We asked Provincial Fire Marshal 
H. M. Armstrong of New Brunswick, 
Canada, what they do about it in his 
Province. He sent the accompanying 
illustrations, including that below, show- 
ing a simple method of having a wooden 
plug placed in the ice. 










MA PRPEPLECCETE ECE EPFE 


AWA A \ SAA NA Nt 


Sxetcu fox Provosto Fine Starions 


Assembly Hall and Cistern Pit are optional, but Cistern Pa) 
with Stand Pipe is recommended where no hydrants or 
other static water supply in immediate vicinity, 


POA LTOCAOPAL CA C?CA? ACCS 









FIRE MEPaRTMENT 














—— — ¥ 


Gsten 19'« Bl\< 4" ques about 14500 gallons 
\ cul. # G.2aals 





—— 3SIDE View - 





(Cistern Capacity 17,400 U. S. Gallons) 










Pumeee Room 


32°O° 


Fire Marshal Armstrong writes: “The 
method may be crude but it does the 


cki case to protect 
Prtom in 


ow- 


Ample spece to insert suction 


hose and strainer. 


¢ Top of ice. 
= plug, impregnated with 
oll. 


Anticipated depth of ice. 
(maximum) 
‘\ A X66 


Procedure: Use of templet to freeze plug into position. 


To operate: Remove or smash packing case; Strike top of plug with heavy maul; Force plug under ice with 


pole; Insert suction hose. 
Plug may be constructed of laminated wood. 
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trick and saves a lot of time against 
having to cut a hole through the ice. 
It is well to have a reserve plug, al- 
though some departments attach a rope 
to a ring in the top of the plug, but I 
prefer the more simple method. The 
plug will probably be lost under the ice, 
but time is the essential thing. 

“Also attached is sketch of fire sta- 
tion for small communities. Note that 
assembly room is recommended. Also 
provision for static supply of water 
where there is no other supply handy. 
The hydrant must be outside of the 
building so that there will be no danger 
of carbon monoxide exhaust gas from a 
pumper operating in the building. 

“Sometimes when a garage or small 
store is anticipated, they build the base- 
ment with provision for water storage. 
By using common sense, several other 
ingenious and effective storage supplies 
are used. Every community is a prob- 
lem in itself.” 
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Pre-Fire Planning Paid OW at Ford City, Pa. 


NOWING the potential hot spots in the town and hav- 

ing made plans what to do about them helped volunteer 
firemen of Ford City, Pa., nip a conflagration in the bud one 
evening last summer. Chief Charles Horan’s men were not 
taken by surprise when upon responding to a box alarm across 
from the Hoffman Block they found flames in the H. E. Arner 
lumber yard threatening an entire block of buildings which 
surrounds the lumber storage yard. 

The Ford City company responded with two modern 500 
gpm American LaFrance pumpers under Assistant Chief 
Robert White. As this fire had been fought on blackboard 
and paper many times, Chief White quickly realized the seri- 
ousness of the situation and immediately called for help from 
fire companies within a five mile radius. He promptly ordered 
his lines in at the ground floor of the Hoffman block which, 
lacking exposure protection, was being attacked by fire from 
the rear. At the same time lines were ordered to the rear 

Nine fire companies answered the call for aid with 11 pieces 
of apparatus. Among the first to respond was the Kittanning 
85 ft. aerial which was raised in front of the Hoffman Block. 
Two 214-in. lines with l-in. tips and two 114-in. lines with 
5-in. tips were taken over the ladder and operated from the 
roof on the heart of the lumber yard fire. 

Outside companies responding included three companies 
with five trucks from’ Kittanning and one each from West 
Kittanning, Applewold, Worthington, Manor Twp., and 
Ford Cliff. Assistant Chief White directed placing of the 


All photos courtesy Chief Flory S. Rupert, Pittsburgh Plate Glass Fire Dept. 


Operating lines from roof as lumber yard fire attacked the unprotected rear 
of the Hoffman Block. 
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companies from the front, aided by Chief Flory 8. Rupert of 
the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company paid fire department. 
On arrival, Chief Charles Horan took command and directed 
fire companies working on the lumber yard at the rear. 

While there is no pre-arranged mutual aid organization in 
the area, all companies working at the fire are active members 
of the County Firemen’s Association and work as a unit. 

The fire fighting layout is shown on the accompanying 
diagram. Three 500 gpm and two 750 gpm pumpers were 
used in addition to six direct hydrant streams. The fire was 
under control in 90 minutes. The pumpers took 275,000 gal- 
lons of water from 8 and 10 inch mains supplied by a 2,000,000 
zallon reservoir. The loss was $120,900, of which only 
$20,900 was damage to buildings surrounding the lumber 
yard which was fully involved in fire on arrival of the firemen. 


7 fire is typical of many situations where fire depart- 
ments must be prepared for a major fire fighting operation 
until structural deficiencies that permit such serious exposure 
hazards are corrected. The NFPA Standards Protection of 
Openings in Walls and Partitions tells how seriously exposed 
wall openings can be protected. Why not write for a free copy 
and discuss at a fire company meeting locai situations where 
application of exposure protection would greatly reduce the 
fire hazard? Incidentally, in many cases owners of exposed 
property may not realize that their fire insurance premiums 
may include deficiency charges for lack of protection against 
damage from a neighbor’s fire. 


Taking floodlights up aerial in front of Hoffman block as darkness overtook 
the firefighters. 











Kentucky Fire Training Report 


APTAIN V. A. Beam, Coordinator of Firemen Training 

for the Division of Vocational Education, Kentucky De- 
partment of Education, reports that 40 fire schools and fire- 
men training programs were conducted during a fiscal year 
ending October 1949. The State Fire School held at the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky, June 6, had 355 men registered. The 
10th Regional Fire School at Owensboro had 99 men par- 
ticipating. 

Three new regional schools were conducted at Paintsville, 
April 25 (18 firemen present); Morehead, June 22 (40 firemen 
present) and Corbin, July 11 (20 firemen present). While at- 
tendance at these schools was disappointing, those present 
showed enthusiasm and have asked that the schools be re- 
peated. Other firemen have expressed a desire to attend. The 
state and regional fire schools had a total attendance of 523 
men, 

In addition, 35 local fire schools were held with 578 men 
present bringing the total fire school attendance to 1100. 

Captain Beam has been promoted to the position of Pro- 
gram Director under the Department of Education. It is 
hoped that budgetary requests for the firemen training serv- 
ice which failed in the last legislature will receive favorable 
consideration in the next session. Fire chiefs, fire fighters, and 
fire insurance field men are united in support of this program. 


Kentucky Governor Honorary Fire Chief 


ENTUCKY’S Governor, Earle C. Clements, is now an 

Honorary Fire Chief, with a citation and a chief’s fire 
helmet to prove it. Governor Clements centered his cam- 
paign on the development and conservation of the great na- 
tural resources of the state and has been very active in carry- 
ing out this program. State Fire Marshal W. L. Martin ex- 
pressed appreciation to the Governor on this work and con- 
cluded: ‘“‘We feel that you are keenly aware that fire destroys 
life, forests and natural beauty and retards commercial 
progress. We therefore bestow upon you the honor of being 
the first Governor of Kentucky to wear the title of Honorary 
Fire Chief.” 

The citation was artistically executed with a likeness of the 
Governor wearing a fireman’s helmet and with these closing 
lines: ‘‘This honor shall be held for life, even though the Re- 
publicans may elect a president and the Dixiecrats secede 
from the Union.” 

















W. L. Martin; Chief B. J. Nielander, Ft. Thomas, past president, Kentucky 
Firemen's Association; Governor Earle C. Clements; Chief Cecil Iglehart, 
Owensboro, president, Kentucky Firemen's Association; Supervisor Lawrence 
Price, State Fire Marshal Department; Chief Bob White, Frankfort, vice presi- 
dent, Kentucky Firemen’s Association. 


Kentucky Governor made honorary fire chief. Left to right: State Fire Marshal - 


Pennsylvania Fire School Report 





One of the structures in which fires were conducted at the Pennsylvania Fire 
School. This shows firemen with 1'-in. fog line entering building as truck 
crew ventilate at window and skylight. The frame structure had both under- 
floor and attic spaces as well as open partitions to simulate actual conditions 
of fire spread. Some hot, smoky fires were staged. 


DGAR A. SPOTZ, Adviser, Fire Service Training of the 

Pennsylvania Public Service Institute has reported on 
the state fire training program for the fiscal year ending 
May 31. A total of 5,037 men were registered and 4,015 gradu- 
ated from the 87 schools and fire training programs. 

The 10th Annual Fire School held at Lewistown had 591 
persons registered, of whom, 340 were full time students who 
received certificates. Final figures for the 11th Annual Fire 
School held last August are not available at this time. 

A total of 78 local training classes had 2524 men registered 
of whom 2,024 graduated. Of these, 1,728 sats attended 
66 classes on Fundamentals of Fire Fighting and 296 men grad- 
uated from 12 classes on Advanced Fire Fighting Techniques. 

Regional and county fire schools were held as follows: 


Registrations Graduates 


Allegheny County Fire School . . . . 778 708 
Beaver County Tire School ees 250 200 
Berks County Firemen’s Association 

Training Forum . . 8s de a a 119 107 
Chester County Fire Se hool . . ee a 148 116 
Lancaster County Training Sc hool . . 130 106 
Lebanon County Fire School ... . 133 117 
Somerset-Bedford County Firemen’s 

Training School . . 158 122 
Western Pennsylvania Firemen’s s Train- 

ae. os ce eS Sane 206 175 
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Sketch of approximate layout for fire training building similar to the one 
shown above. 
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The High Spots in TVA Fire Protection 


By 
Charles A. Key 


TVA Public Safety Service 
Digested from address given at the 1949 
Virginia State Fire School at Roanoke. 


ESPONSIBILITY for fire protec- 

tion of Tennessee Valley Authority 
properties is vested in the uniformed 
TVA Public Safety Service. These 
properties, lying in the seven states of 
the Tennessee Valley, include power 
plants, construction projects, dams, 
chemical plants, villages, and office 
buildings. While the many-faceted fire 
protection program is generally orthodox 
in nature and application, some TVA 
practices which have proven unusually 
effective may be of interest to other fire 
organizations. 

TVA’s policy of decentralized admin- 

istration assures opportunity for pro- 
gram development and diversification 
to fit local problems and requirements. 
Chief Public Safety Service officers have 
wide latitude for independent judgment 
and action, and largely plan the fire pro- 
gram. They answer in straight line 
channeling to branch managers and the 
managers to the Director, Division of 
Reservoir Properties. 
Fire Prevention. An intense prevention 
program is carried on throughout the 
year. All properties are inspected at set 
intervals; spot inspections are made at 
irregular intervals. Fire safety is stressed 
on the job, in the schools, and in the 
community. Children in TVA com- 
munities are organized into Junior 
Brigades. On special occasions they are 
allowed to operate sirens, boosters, and 
portable equipment. They are shown 
movies, and drilled in the fundamentals 
of fire safety. 

Fire inspectors are “‘fire prevention 

salesmen.” They are taught public 
speaking, and will talk, at the drop of a 
hat, on the subject of fire protection. 
Fire prevention teams are organized in 
the numerous TVA office buildings. 
Movies, bulletins, posters, and demon- 
strations are used extensively in an 
effort to keep fire safety at least in ‘the 
subconscious” of all employees through- 
out the year. 
Fire Suppression. Many types of fires are 
encountered, including chemicals, flam- 
mable liquids, electrical and marine. 
Fires occur in form and coffer dams 
many feet below water level, and in 
towers hundreds of feet in the air. The 
ingenuity of the fire fighters is often 
taxed in reaching the blazes. 

New techniques and equipment are 
tried out and adopted wherever applic- 
able. Water fog was in use before the 
war. After the war, with experience of 
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PROFILE OF THE TENNESSEE RIVER 


Diagram showing arrangement of major dams in the Tennessee River and tributary streams. These are 
some of the 28 dams under the supervision of TVA. 


the armed services as a guiding influ- pressurized vaporizing liquid (carbon- 
ence, its use became widespread. The tetrachloride base), and dry chemical 
114-in. leader line with high and low extinguishers to augment the old stand- 
velocity fog is the first line of attack on bys of soda-acid, and carbon-dioxide 
ninety percent of all fires. In isolated fixed installations. Garden type hose 
sections, and for fires away from water and nozzle installations around sources 
sources, relays of tank trucks filled with of potential class A fires have proven 
“wet water’ are used in conjunction extremely effective. 

with pumpers. Where no standard tank- Training. Since the war, practice on live 
ers are available, they are improvised. fires has been integrated with Jectures, 
(See illustration.) drills, and simulated attacks on poten- 

Recently adopted are carbon-dioxide, Continued on page 28 


Denver I 


Vide W. 





TVA fire fighters drill at Wilson Dam, Ala., using fog applicator on 1'-in. hose from 750 gpm pumper 
carrying 1800 ft. of 2'-in., 250 ft. of 1'%4-in, and 20 ft., 35 ft., and 50 ft. ladders. 
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Me 
Ofcral Tv A Photos 
Hookup between pumper and improvised tank truck at South Holston Dam near Bristol, Va.-Tenn. The 
TVA Public Safety Service makes extensive use of tank trucks to keep pumpers supplied. Two 4-in. sleeves 


connect the tanks. This 1200 gallon tank truck supplies 1'-in. fog stream for 40 continuous minutes of 
operation. 


Denver Post 


Vide World 


Fires in the News 


Atlanta, Ga. Oct. 26 

A fireman was electrocuted at 
this $220,000 blaze in a transfer 
warehouse when he touched a fire 
truck energized by a fallen power 
line. 


Five Points, Pa. Oct. 9 > 

A watchman coming on duty 
discovered this $150,000 fire in a 
coal breaker. Volunteer firemen 
from nearby towns saved six 
exposed plant buildings. 


Champaign, Ill. Oct. 2 —> 
Only one hydrant on a small 
dead-end main was available 
when firemen answered delayed 
alarm from this huge corn seed 
plant of undivided combustible 
construction. Loss: $400,000. 


Denver, Colo. Sept. 22 

A flour mill employee attacked 
a small grain fire with a vaporizing 
liquid extinguisher, scattering fire, 
causing a dust explosion. Fire 
spread to adjoining elevator. 
There was delay in calling the fire 
department. Loss: $500,000. 


near Wausaw, Wis. Sept. 10-> 

The nearest hydrant was 1,850 
ft. away. Two small boys burned 
to death. A gasoline stove ex- 
ploded while they were tempo- 
rarily alone while their mother 
went next door. 


St. Louis, Mo. Sept. 20 
Watchman discovered this 5 
alarm fire in locker room of this 
unsprinklered 4-story brick wall, 
wood joisted, sewer pipe factory. 
Firemen saved seriously exposed 
buildings. Loss: $325,000. 


Boston, Mass. Oct. 5 > 

Fire, possibly incendiary, de- 
stroyed administration and shop 
building at Deer Island jail while 
reservoir was empty for cleaning. 
Ladders and high pressure trucks 
shown awaiting arrival of fire- 
boats which supplied streams to 
land companies. Loss: $100,000. 


Boston, Mass. Sept. 30 

This 4-alarm fire in an old 7- 
story business block broke out a 
few minutes after work ceased for 
the day. The blaze was in the 
next block from the NFPA Execu- 
tive Office. 


New York,N. Y. Oct. 15 —> 

Two New York Fire Insurance 
Patrol members (salvage corps) 
were killed in the collapse of this 
5-story building during a fire. 
Chief Peter Loftus shown directing 
rescue attempts. 
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TRADE-MARK 


Fire-Fighting 
PENETRANT 


. . . means SPEED 


speed means 





Speed of knockdown 
Speed of extinguishment 


Speed of apparatus back in service 


SAVINGS 


Savings in reduced fire losses — Savings in 
less water damage — Savings in time and 
punishment of personnel —Savings in equip- 
ment wear and tear — Savings through less 
overhaul and reduced rekindles. 

Start saving today with UNox Penetrant — 


it’s sound economy. 


See our 16 mm. sound-color 
film, “‘Fire-Fighting with ( 
Wetter Water,” loaned free 
by our dealers. 


— 


“Unox” is a registered trade-mark of 


CARBIDE AND CARBON 


CHEMICALS CORPORATION 
30 East 42nd Street [I[aaj New York 17, N.Y. 


In Canada: Carbide and Carbon Chemicals, Ltd., Toronto 
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Woodard 


“If the builders had followed the NFPA Building 
Exits Code those workers would not have had to 
join the ‘Caterpillar Club.’ ” 


Tenth Edition Building Exits Code 


HE NFPA has published a new 
Tenth Edition of the Building Exits 
Code containing revisions recommended 
by the NFPA Committee on Safety to 
Life and adopted at the 1949 Annual 
Meeting. The new Code represents the 
accumulated experience of 36 years of 
preparation of codes and reports by the 
Committee on Safety to Life. There are 
a number of extensive and important 
changes embodied in the Tenth Edition. 
These include a new section on Hospitals 
and Sanitariums. Jails and Penal Insti- 
tutions have been eliminated from the 
section on hospitals at the suggestion 
of the American Hospital Association. 
There is a new section on Moving 
Stairways (formerly Escalators) sug- 
gesting several additional means of pro- 
tecting these moving open stairways. 
These means include shutters with auto- 
matic detection of fire or smoke, water 
spray nozzles for buildings protected by 
automatic sprinkler systems having 
central station supervisory service, and 
a sprinkler vent method consisting of a 
combination of automatic exhaust sys- 
tem and an automatic water curtain. 
The new Code recommends that the 
color of exit lights be changed from green 
to red on recommendation of the NFPA 
Fire Marshal’s Section including repre- 
sentatives of numerous city fire preven- 
tion bureaus. The former provision for 
green exit lights dates back many years 
and was based on recommendations of 
the National Safety Council upon the 
theory that green is the color of safety 
and red the color of danger. While 
many of the recommendations of the 
Building Exits Code have been incor- 
porated into law, the green color for exit 
lights was not generally accepted, and 
therefore the committee recommends 
return to the traditional red although 
permitting green where required by local 
law. It is considered that red light rays 
should penetrate smoke better than 
green. 
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The Code has sections upon the fol- 
lowing subjects: Stairways, Outside 
Stairs (fire escapes), Horizontal Exits, 
Doors, Aisles and Corridors, Elevators, 
Moving Stairways, Slide Escapes, Alarm 
Systems, Fire Exit Drills, and Lighting 
and Signs. In addition, there are sepa- 
rate sections and chapters covering 
Schools, Department Stores, Factories, 
Hospitals and Sanitariums, Places of 
Public Assembly, Hotels, Office Build- 
ings, Apartment Houses, and Jails and 
Penal Institutions. 

Perhaps not the least important to 
persons using the Code is the fact that 
the new edition is presented in a more 
convenient pocket size, 714 x 434 inches, 
consists of 127 pages of printed matter. 
Copies are available at a cost of $1 each. 
The NFPA code number is 101. 


Conference on Nuclear Technology 


EVERAL scheduled items of a con- 

ference on Nuclear Technology, to 
be held at New York University, will be 
of interest to fire protection people. The 
conference is being held in cooperation 
with the Atomic Energy Commission 
and will be conducted January 10, 11 
and 12. Mr. Edward Kehoe, who is in 
charge of Safety and Fire Protection for 
the New York Operations Office of the 
Atomie Energy Commission, will dis- 
cuss Atomic Energy and Public Services 
at a panel session on the afternoon of 
January 12. Waste and Water Pollu- 
tion Problems will be discussed by Dr. 
Abel Wolman of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, at the morning session of the 
same day. One of the purposes of the 
conference is to meet the needs of in- 
dustrial firms, as well as technicians, 
who want to know more about problems 
involving peacetime applications of 
atomic energy. In connection with this 
one paper scheduled for the afternoon of 
January 10, it is to discuss Production, 
Preparation, and Shipment of Radio- 
active Materials. This subject will be 
presented by Dr. Warren 8. Winsche of 
the Brookhaven National Laboratory. 
Persons interested in the conference 
should get in touch with the New York 
University at Washington Square, New 


York 3, N. Y. 


Nassau County Training 

IXTY-THREE of the sixty-eight fire 

departments in Nassau County, 
N. Y., participated in the firemen’s 
school of instruction during the past 
fiscal year according to Herbert J. 
Genelay, supervising instructor. The 
total of 2,715 firemen attended classes 
Which included 10 indoor and 3 out- 
door instruction periods per depart- 
ment with an aggregate of thirty hours 
of instruction per firemen. 

Chere are three instructors serving 
the county fire departments. A written 
ex: mination is held at the completion of 
the indoor work. 
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GONE GENUINE WITHOUT THIS TRADE MARE 


The Original MIDWESTERN 
Yellow Striped Safety Coat 
Is Again Available .. . 


Aes 27) in Here’s Protection and Com- 
fort i in Yew Hazardous Work of Safeguard- 
ing Life and Property Against FIRE! 


Modern fire fighting calls for specialized protective clothing . . . clothing 
that safeguards the fireman’s life on every run . . . clothing that enables 
him to use his equipment to the fullest advantage. 


Every Midwestern product combines the thoughts and suggestions of 
practical Fire Chiefs and firemen from every section of the countey . . . 
and every purchaser profits from years of Midwestern research and ex- 
perience. That is why the famous Mackinaw Coat and other Mid- 
western clcthing have embodied in their design every feature necessary 
for the protection and comfort of firemen. 


In our vast selection of crude rubber materials you will find a type of 
fabric suitable for your climate and needs. The softness and flexibility 
in the high-grade materials used are your assurance of long time service 
and comfort. Many Fire Chiefs are now including Midwestern clothing 
in their regular yearly budget and by placing your order early you can 
be assured of this adequate protection when needed. 


For complete information have your Midwestern dealer show you our 
new garments now manufactured from crude rubber compounds. A 
letter to the factory will also bring you material samples for your 
inspection. 


We now have available: While, Ivory and Brown crude rubber coats for 
Chiefs, Assistants and other officers; also all si:es short and 34 length felt 
lined Firemen's boots for immediate shipment. 


OM R000 ee etry 


Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 


"Handling Ladders’ First Manual 


of Joint Committee on Evolutions 


Published by the 


i National Fire Protection 
3 
A 


v 


Association 
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Handling Ladders 


A Pictorial Training Manual 


wee 


Approved by: 


NFPA Committee on 
Firemen’s Training 


International Association 
of Fire Chiefs 


Fire Department 
Instructors Conference 


The Joint Committee on Evolutions first manual, ‘*‘Handling Ladders”’ 


contains some 231 large photographs in its 120 pages. 
from the NFPA executive office, 60 Batterymarch St., 


It is available 
Boston, Mass., 


for $1.50 per single copy or $1.00 per copy in quantities of 10 or more. 
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Erie County Volunteer 
Fire Training School 


By Montie Lewis 
Executive Secretary 





HE Erie County Volunteer Fire 

Training School originated in the 
Town Fire Council of Hamburg, New 
York. This Council is an organization 
in which all nine volunteer fire com- 
panies in the town are members. It was 
felt that many volunteer fire companies 
are too socially inclined and not enough 
firemanically minded. A resolution was 
passed that any new member taken into 
any of the nine companies should serve 
a one-year probationary period during 
which he must attend a recognized fire 





school. eirthe 
With no fire schools within a reason- io 
able driving distance, we organized a telephe 
school of our own. Men with previous goosen 
fire training were chosen and again sent i me 
to fire schools and were then given the Senin 
job of organizing the township fire 
school. ; 
The writing of a fire school manual uve 
was the first job. This they did so well mnitve 
that it is still the basic course. The inclu 
manual was approved and the first etd 
school started as an experiment. It cam 
turned out very well, graduating 35 men Ploy 
in the Fall of 1947. ruc 
In the spring of 1948 another school Assis 
was run and 87 township firemen were Lan¢ 
graduated. At this time Erie County Hart 
had no fire school and there appeared Mon 
no immediate prospect of having one. qT 
The Erie County Association of Vol- — 
unteer Firemen had for years desired to - 
have a fire school but the project had 82,51 
fallen by the wayside. The Hamburg This 
fire school was attracting attention in fire 
the county through good publicity and a thes 
few inquiries were coming in as to ~ 


whether outsiders could attend. 

At a meeting of the Erie County Asso- 
ciation, Frank Lorenz, past-president of 
the Southwestern New York Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association, was approached 
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@ Protect lives on taking the chairmanship of the Fire — 
Committee for Erie County. He ac- 
© Reduce property losses cepted providing that he could select a 
@ Improve department efficiency committee that could develop an effec- an 
‘ ’ ate: 
peraeneanee ste 0082 RESULT: an outstanding safety record” ie 
Write for full details on Scott Air-Pak Safety 7 
Breathing Equipment in Bulletin 510 six 
of ] 
tion 
- avi 
ron sey FOR SAFETY EQUIPMENT DIVISION bla 
sist 
SCOTTFAVINATIONICOR'P® . 
236 ERIE ST. LANCASTER, N. Y. ai lca Seatac och ; 2. 
A daytime drill session with small extension lad- 5 
in Canada: Safety Supply Company, Toronto, Ont. der. Also showing various fire tools employed for 3. 


instructional purposes. 
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Drill session on a stormy evening. Much of the 
training work is done at night to simulate actual 
fire ground conditions. Note simple drill tower of 
telephone poles. Two lines are being operated as 
goosenecks for roof fire work. Ladder in center 
gives instructor opportunity to coach men operat- 
ing lines. Also note electric lights provided for 
illumination of the tower. 






tive fire school. The fire school com- 
mittee in addition to Chairman Lorenz, 
includes: Vice Chairman Karl C. Wag- 
ner, Hamburg; Instruction Coordinator 
Sam J. Beckman, Lake View; Counsellor 
Floyd H. Hurst, Angola; Chief of In- 
struction William R. Doll, Hamburg; 
Assistant Chiefs of Instruction Fred 
Landahl, Angola; and William C. 
Harmon, Buffalo; Executive Secretary 
Montie Lewis, Hamburg. 

The Erie County Board of Super- 
visors had included in their budget some 
years back, funds in the amount of 
$2,500 for the operation of a fire school. 
This money was never touched as no 
fire school had been developed. With 
these funds the Erie County Volunteer 
Fire Training School was organized. 
Letters were sent asking for men to 
take instructor training. The first school 
developed 36 additional instructors. 
Funds were used to purchase needed 
equipment and for teaching costs. 

In the Fall of 1948 schools set up in 
five points throughout the county gradu- 
ated 345 men from 30 volunteer fire 
companies. In the spring of this year 
320 men from 40 companies were gradu- 
ated. The men must attend all classes 
or they are not graduated. 

The school runs one night a week for 
six weeks with three 40-minute periods 
of instruction each night. The instruc- 
tion is all practical work with little 
blackboard instruction. The course con- 
sists of: 



































1. Tools and equipment. Types of ex- 
tinguishers and their uses. 
2. Knots and rope work. 
3. Work with dry hose lines. 
Continued on page 24 














"OKAY! All we need are some 


That's the call you hear $6 often, 
at all kinds of fires—on roofs, in 
partitions, in homes and buildings 
and grass and rub 
means the job can be 
a few minutes with a few 
a few INDIANS. Cle 
alone will do the work of 
use “water wetting’ pe om 
agents which do not harm “Whe” 
inside of the tanks. 


Ask a fireman or forester who ts 
used the INDIANsand.see how © 
much he values it. Order NOW 
and be prepared for the fire 
season. Send for catalog telling 
all about INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. 






























INDIAN FIRE PUMPS 


are available with 








Armco zinc grip steel 









tanks which are 






coated inside with 









asphaltic base paint 









or solid brass or 


chrome plated tanks. 
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Sign on 
Every Fire! 


Vy ie Sy 4 GOR 406 Main St. Utica 2, N.Y. 


Fred Barnett Co. 
2005 S. E. 8th Ave. 
Portiand, Oregon 














PACIFIC COAST BRANCHES: CANADIAN AGENTS: 






Hercules Equi it & Rubber Co. mill & Mine Supply Co. Duke Equipment Co. 
435 Brannan St. mas Fourth Ave. ” 97 Duke St. A 
San Francisco, Calif. Seattle, Wash. Montreal 5, Canada 
Roy G. Davis Co. 8 . 
617 East 3rd Street a Fleck Bros. Ltd. 


110 Alexander St. 
Vancouver, B. C., Canada 


Christmas 
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Los Angeles 13, Calif. Klamath Falls, Oregon 
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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
ARE YOURBEST PROTECTION 





.-- And most economical, goof Tests conducted by impartial, nationally 


recognized approval laboratories have proved the superiority of Ansul Dry Chemical 


Fire Extinguishers on Flammable Liguid Pires. 


In addition, Ansul Fire Extinguishers provide 
greater safety for the operator. The stream of 
Ansul Dry Chemical forms a protective screen 
safeguarding him against radiant heat. 


More and more industrial plants, transportation 
companies, oil companies, etc. are switching to 
Ansul Extinguishers as their first line of fire de- 
fense. There is a reason. 


Get the facts. Send for 
your copy of File No. 
405. You'll also receive 
our latest literature to- 
gether with compara- 
tive rating charts for 
the various types of 
fire extinguishers. 


ANSU CHEMICAL COMPANY 


DISTRIBUTORS IN PRINCIPAL CITIES IN THE UNITED STATES 
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AND OTHER COUNTRIES 






Another Gas Mask Carrier 


Fireman R. N. Hancock of the Roanoke Fire De- 
partment shown demonstrating the gas mask 
carrier used by that department. At left: the mask 
carrier slung in under arm position; at right, the 
carrier brought forward and the face piece 
adjusted. 





HE District of Columbia Fire De- 
partment is not the only one that 
has developed a gas mask carrier that 
permits each fireman to have his mask 
with him instead of having to get it out 
of a box on the apparatus (see FirEMEN 
for November 1949, page 8). The Fire 
Department of Roanoke, Virginia, un- 
der Chief W. R. Mullins, has developed 
a carrier for the MSA “All Service” 
canister filter type gas mask. 

This mask carrier is used by members 
of the ladder or truck companies at all 
working fires. When the truck com- 
panies are not needed they are turned 
back by radio, but if the truckmen are 
going to work they slip on the canvas 
mask container which is supported in an 
under arm position by a shoulder strap 
and strap around the waist. 

When the mask is needed, it is ad- 
justed in front of the wearer by snapping 
one buckle and the face piece is pulled 
out of its pocket and put on. The 
Roanoke firemen have found 1%-in. 
fog nozzles operated by men with gas 
masks to be an ideal combination. This 
mask carrier was originally developed 
by members of No. 3 Engine and No. 2 
Truck companies, including Captains 
Metz and Woodford and Firemen R. J. 
Bentley, Fred Houston and R. N. 
Hancock. 





Nebraska Rural Fire 
Protection Law 


HE last session of the Nebraska 

State Legislature adopted a compre- 
hensive law regarding the organization 
and operation of rural fire protection 
districts. The purpose of the law is to 
encourage property owners in rural 
areas to organize and equip fire fighting 
bodies to provide “the same type of pro- 
tection of their lives and _ property 
against loss or destruction by fire as is 
available to residents of incorporated 
cities and villages.” The law went into 
effect immediately as an emergency 
measure upon signature by Governor 
Val Peterson. 

It is provided that 60 percent of the 
rural property owners in an area equiva- 
lent to one township or more, may peti- 
tion the county clerk to call a meeting 
regarding the organization of a rural 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


IN STEEL OR WOOD 


Priced from $1288", 
SHIPPED DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY 


Write for complete catalog 


J. P. Redington & Co. 


Dept. 97, Scranton 2, Pa. 


Luveme 
COMPLETE FIRE TRUCKS 


Are Stocked for 
Immediate Delivery 


500 and 200 gallon 
Pumpers 


BUILT ON 
INTERNATIONAL 
CHEVROLET 
AND 
FORD 
TRUCKS 


For details and quotations 
see any Truck Dealer 
or write to 


LUVERNE FIRE APPARATUS Co. 


Luverne, Minnesota 


Manufacturers of Fire Truck Equipment 
Since 1912 


fire district. The county clerk sets time 
and place for a hearing by the county 
board. This is followed by a public 
meeting at which the majority vote of 
those present decide whether a fire dis- 
trict shall be organized and permanent 
officers are elected for two year terms. 

Fire districts are financed by county 
taxes up to the rate of one mill on the 
tax rate. They cannot assume indebted- 
ness in excess of $10,000 or for more than 
ten years income in advance. They can 
arrange for mutual aid, contract with 
adjacent cities and fire departments for 
protection, or annex additional terri- 
tories upon petition of 60 percent of the 
property owners. 

The law is printed as a 12-page pam- 
phlet available from State Fire Marshal 
EK. C. Iverson, Capitol Building, Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. 


New NFPA Standard Safeguards 
Hospital Operating Rooms 


NEW edition of NFPA Standard 

No. 56, “Recommended Safe Prac- 
tice for Hospital Operating Rooms” has 
been published to supersede the edition 
of 1948. 

Prepared by the Committee on Hos- 
pital Operating Rooms under the chair- 
manship of George H. Buck, Director of 
University of Maryland Hospital, with 
the assistance of Roy Hudenburg, 
American Hospital Association, and ap- 
proved by the NFPA Committee on 
Gases, the revised text harmonizes the 
divergent opinions previously registered 
on this important subject and should be 
widely accepted as a guide to safe prac- 
tices. 

The present text contains a number of 
changes from the original draft pre- 
sented to the 1949 Annual Meeting (see 
Advance Reports and Proceedings 1949). 

Copies are available from the NFPA 
Office at 25c each. Each fire department 
should make certain that local hospitals 
are aware of this standard designed to 
safeguard hospital operating rooms 
against explosion of anesthetic gases 
during an operation. 


Ohio Fire Safety Committee 
Has New Chairman 


OR the past two years Mr. Joseph B. 

Hall, of Cincinnati, President of the 
Kroger Company, has been general 
chairman of the Ohio Fire Safety Com- 
mittee. Following completion of the 
1949 Fire Prevention Week program in 
Ohio, he has been succeeded by Mr. 
Wallace T. Holliday of Cleveland, 
Chairman of the Board of the Standard 
Oil Company of Ohio. 

The Ohio Fire Safety Committee 
works closely in cooperation with the 
Ohio Division of State Fire Marshal and 
a very active statewide program has re- 
duced fire losses in the state in the past 
two years. 


TURN YOUR 

“DAYS OFF” 

INTO EXTRA 
INCOME! 


(in a business 
you know) 


Y ou can earn “extra” 

income easily, in a 
business you already know, 

by selling Randolph CO2 Extin- 
guishers to factories, homes, 
garages and hundreds of other 
prospects. Read our ad on page 
28 and then write for the plan 
that’s earning big money fdr 
fieremen and fire officials all over 
the country. WRITE TODAY! 


| RANDOLPH 
LABORATORIES we 


» 5 E. KINZIE STREET 
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


CARPENTER 
LIGHTS 


Clears your side of the way, too, as 
well as warns those approaching. 


Flash’N Was 


(All Patent Rights Protected) 


In a class itself. Combination Aashing, 
oscillating WIG-WAG Redhead. Beam range 
1000 feet shead, visible for miles. Safer, faster, 
Quieter runs. 6” and 8” diameter sizes. 


“Master-Light-Makers for 34 Years” 


CARPENTER MFG. CO. 


168 MASTER-LICHT BLDG, 


BOSTON - 45 - 
SOMERVILLE, MASS. 
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DRY CHEMICAL TYPE 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER 


EXCLUSIVE DESIGN 


assures you of fast, positive 


fire protection 


eg, Soest ttle” 


SELF-CONTAINED UNIT .. . rugged construction . . 


or complicated operating parts... 


. no extra gadgets protruding 
one of the most efficient, foolproof, easy-to- 
use fire extinguishers known . . . two convenient sizes, 20 pound capacity and 


30 pound capacity. 


C-O-TWO DRY CHEMICAL STAYS FREE FLOWING .. . no syphon tubes or valves 
within the cylinder to become clogged or inoperative . . . discharge hose and 
squeeze type discharge nozzle remain empty until the fire extinguisher is actuated. 
Inverting the fire extinguisher before using provides mechanical breakage by 
changing the position of the dry chemical in the cylinder. Bumping to actuate 
the fire extinguisher provides additional mechanical breakage as well as continu- 
ous carbon dioxide gas pressured agitation or fluffing of the dry chemical. These 
combined features plus a skillfully blended free flowing extinguishing agent 


assure you of a faster, more effective and complete discharge. 


APPROVED .. . Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. rating is B-1, C-1. C-O-TWO 
Dry Chemical is non-conducting, non-corrosive, non-abrasive, non-freezing and 
non-toxic . . . highly effective on flammable liquid and electrical fires. 


RECHARGEABLE ON-THE-SCENE . . . no special tools needed . . . one piece remov- 
able top assembly leaves large unobstructed opening in the. top of cylinder for 
refilling. C-O-TWO Dry Chemical for recharging is available in handy pre- 
measured moisture proof containers. 


Write today for complete free information on this 
new, quick-acting fire extinguisher... no obligation. 


C-O-TWO FIRE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
NEWARK 1 © NEW JERSEY 


Sales and Service in the Principal Cities of United States and Canada 


AFFILIATED WITH PYRENE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
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Water at Rural Fires in lowa 


By Cuter O. R. Turan, Readlyn, Iowa 
from The Iowa State College 
Fire Service Information Bulletin 


INCE attending the fire schoo! at 

Ames this spring, and hearing the 
discussion on rural fire problems, our 
department would like to pass on our 
method of water distribution at farm 
fires. 

Readlyn is a small town with a popu- 
lation of about 450 persons, and until 
1946 all we had to offer our rural com- 
munity was a small chemical! truck with 
two 30 gallon tanks. 

Since at least 75 percent of our calls 
are farm fires, we naturally concentrate 
on this problem. As fire is one of the 
farmer’s biggest fears, the farmers of our 
community were in favor of having rural 
fire protection. It was our belief, that 
since it was the farmers’ headache too, 
we should let them help in raising funds 
for the purchase of a fire truck. 

At a mass meeting of firemen and 
farmers we paired off 16 firemen and 16 
farmers to work 16 districts in soliciting 
funds. In one week’s time our goal was 
reached. Our rural truck is a Ford with 
a 2-speed axle having a 500-gallon mid- 
ship pump. We have 1 booster reel with 
200 ft. of l-inch hose. We carry the 
usual hand extinguishers, gas masks, 
ladders and 4 salvage covers. Our 
booster tank holds 300 gallons of water. 
Since our water supply is hauled to 
the fire in Shuttle tanks we have no 
need to carry more than 300 feet of 214- 
inch hose. 

The No. 1 problem at a farm fire is 
having plenty of water, so we hit on the 
idea of organizing a number of pick-up 
trucks to carry water to rural fires. We 
purchased 4 tanks 2 x 2 x 6 ft. and hav- 
ing a capacity of about 180 gallons each. 
We also have 2 more tanks 2x 3x8 ft. 
with a capacity of about 360 gallons 
each. These tanks are all enclosed and 
equipped with specal inside valves and 
man-hole covers. 

On top of our hose bed we carry an 
empty 2x3x8 stock tank. On arriv- 
ing at a fire, we immediately place the 
empty stock tank at right angles to our 
intake on the pump. Usually long be- 
fore our booster tank is empty we can 
start drawing from the stock tank. With 
this system in 3 years of use we have 
never failed to have water within five 
minutes after spotting our truck. 

After spotting our truck we always 
hook up our hose lines from the opposite 
side of which we are drawing our water. 
This gives the pick-ups plenty of room 
to unload into both sides of the stock 
tank. For best results we allow only ! 
shuttle tank on each truck. This makes 
for faster trips with greater safety in 
driving and having the pick-ups spread 
out more evenly. 
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In the event some of the older model 
pick-ups show up, their rear springs are 
usually weak causing the rear of the 
truck to hang lower than the top of the 
stock tank. In case this happens we 
have short pieces of 2-in. hose which we 
couple on the shuttle tank valve. 

All telephone numbers of the pick-up 
owners are listed at the exchange, the 
list being made up so the top names are 
those with trucks nearest to the fire sta- 
tion. The shuttle tanks are kept at the 
fire station. We have a two-inch hose 
just inside the door, where the rural 
truck drives out, and which is long 
enough to reach over the curb to fill the 
shuttle tanks. The hose is always at- 
tached and is suspended under the ceil- 
ing by means of a pulley. 

Our department feels that it has the 
answer to one of the biggest problems 
and that is water at farm fires. 


New Vice President for 
The Gamewell Company 


Pee and General Manager 
F. B. Philbrick has announced that 
Mr. Edward J. MeCarthy has been 
elected a Vice President of The Game- 
well Company. He will continue in his 
present duties of General Sales Manager. 
Mr. McCarthy graduated from Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology with 
the degree of B.S. in electrical engineer- 
ing in 1920 and immediately thereafter 
entered the employ of The Gamewell 
Company. He was a sales engineer in 
the Middle West until 1931 when he was 
transferred to New England where in 
1934 he was made District Sales Man- 
ager and appointed General Sales Man- 
ager in 1936. 
* 


Ladder Demonstration at 
Wallum Lake 


ladder Company 2, Smithfield Fire District, 
Geogiaville, R. |., demonstrates 6 man raise and 
dimt ing of 3 section metal pole ladder at Tri- 
State Firemen’s meet at Wallum Lake, Mass., 
Sep'ember 25. 


TRADE MARK 
REGU & PAT OF 


I 


FABRICS 


Standard fabrics for over eighty years 


ASK TO SEE 386-9 
| 9 oz. Tropical weight in superior 386 quality 


Suitable for Uniform Shirts 


SPECIFY 


386 ‘% 


AND OTHER STANDAR 
NUMBERS USED BY 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS OF 
LEADING CITIES 


* 


Sample Brochure Upon Request 


METCALF BROS. & CO. 


45 EAST 17TH STREET 


NEW YORK CITY 
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FIGHT FIRES 3 WAYS 
with a HALE FZZ! 


@ Solid Stream @Fog @ Foam 


With a ready-for-use Hale FZZ 
you can fight fires not only with 
solid stream and/or fog, but also 
with foam —an extremely valu- 
able weapon against gasoline tank 
truck fires. (*Foam proportioner is 
built in, if specified.) 

The easily portable FZZ can be 
mounted in any apparatus, mak- 
ing it possible to fight fires while 
apparatus is in motion, using 
booster tank for source of water. 
CAPACITY 60 G.P.M. at 90 Ibs. 
pressure; 150 G.P.M. at 30 Ibs. 
pressure; ample reserve capacity. 


Above—FZZ (in carrying frame) is easily 
carried by two men. Also available 
mounted on rubber-cushioned steel chan- 
nels or on truck-type wheels. 


Write today for NEW FOLDER 
on Hale type FZZ to: 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 


Fire Pumps in All Standard Capacities 
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New Yuletide Poster 
Prepared by NFPA 





UE to heavy demand, the NFPA 

has prepared the Christmas poster 
illustrated above, in three appropriate 
colors. It was felt that many fire depart- 
ments would like to display a poster 
during the holiday season, and it has 
been suggested by some who have seen 
it, that it could be used by fire depart- 
ments as a Christmas card. Depart- 
ment stores and industrials can display 
it as a Yuletide testimonial to the fire 
service. 

No one has to remind a fireman that 
Christmas is a “red letter” day for fire. 
This poster can do a two-fold job: to 
warn the public to be careful with fire 
during the holidays, and that by doing 
so, a public relations job would be ac- 
complished to remind the public, while 
they are making merry, that the firemen 
were on duty in the station — ready to 
protect them from the usual epidemic of 
fires that break out during Christmas- 
time. 

Copies of this poster, in three colors, 
are available from the NFPA, 60 Bat- 
terymarch St., Boston 10, Mass., at 
$2.50 per hundred and $17.50 per 
thousand. 

® 


Fires and Fire Losses 
Classified, 1948 


EPRINTED from the October 1949 

QUARTERLY, this twelve-page pam- 
phlet gives estimates on the number of 
fires and damage caused by fires in the 
United States during the fiscal year of 
1948. This pamphlet also includes the 
number of fires, and fire losses by cause 
and type of occupancy. 

Data in compiling this pamphlet was 
taken from reports submitted to the 
NFPA office by fire marshals of the 
various states, 

Copies are available from the Na- 
tional Fire Protection Association, at 
25¢ per copy. 


Erie County Volunteer 
Fire Training School 
Continued from page 19 

Ladder work. 
Work with charged hose lines on 
ladders, ete. 
Forcible entry, 
rescue. 

The county schools, exclusive of the 
Hamburg Town Fire School, have 
graduated 665 men, and including the 
Hamburg schools, 823 men have gradu- 
ated. This does not include the four 
schools in operation this Fall, which 
should bring the total well above 1000 
volunteer firemen. 

We are working on new plans to take 
the schools to companies in the outlying 
areas of our county which covers more 
than 1000 square miles and a quarter of 
a million population outside of the city 
of Buffalo which is also part of the 
county. There are 144 volunteer fire 
companies in Erie County. If each com- 
pany had a turnover of five men per 
year (a conservative estimate), 720 men 
per year would have to go through a 
basic fire school. We are still trying to 
get all fire companies in the county to 
adopt a requirement that all new. men 
must attend the fire school, at least for 
basic training. 

We are planning in the near future to 
have officer training schools to encour- 
age men to qualify as line officers of their 
respective companies. 


ventilation, «nd 


Drill Tower, Richwoods, Ill. 


The Richwoods Twp., Illinois, Volunteer Fire De- 
partment shown raising a 3-section extension lad- 
der at their 30 ft. drill tower during a weekly 
drill. The tower is adjacent to the fire station 
housing a Type 45 Mack 500 gpm pumper. The 
department plans to purchase a station wagon fo 
provide transportation for men and also to carry 
a portable pump and generator. Chief Ed. 
Schurtz reports that there are 36 men including 
chief, 2 assistant chiefs, 1 captain, 12 engineers, 
17 firemen, and 3 fire-police. The department 
was instrumental in organizing the Peoria County 
Firemen’s Association, including 15 departments 
participating in mutual aid planning. 
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Volunteer Fire Company Section 


Membership in the NFPA Volunteer Fire Company 
Section costs $12.50 per year. This includes 10 sub- 
scriptions to FIREMEN. Additional fire fighters may be 
enrolled to receive FIREMEN at $1.25 each. Other 
NFPA members will be sent FIREMEN on request. 


Every member 
receives a handsome 
membership certificate illustrat- 
ing the history of fire protection. 


HE Volunteer Fire Company Section 

has progressed rapidly in the past ten 
years. The number of fire companies en- 
rolled has increased some 95 per cent, and 
the number of men receiving FrREMEN in 
these companies has increased 40 per cent. 

At the present time there are 1344 com- 
panies in the Section with 21,218 men. 


New members of the Section are: 


Alexis Fire Prot. Dist., Alexis, Ill. 

Applegate Fire Dept., Applegate, Mich. 

Bement Fire Prot. Dist., Bement, Ill. 

Boyce Fire Dept., Boyce, La. 

Charlton Twp. Vol. Fire Dept., Johannesburg, 
Mich. 

Fontana Fire Dist., Fontana, Calif. 

Forestville Fire Dept., Upper Marlboro, Md. 

Montville Fire Co., No. 1, Inc., Montville, Conn. 

Norwalk Vol. Fire Co., Norwalk, Wis. 

Pioneer Fire Co. No. 1, Jenkinstown, Pa. 

Quivira Vol. Fire Dept., Lake Quivira, Kansas City 
Kan. 


Richville Vol. Fire Dept., Perry Twp. Fire Co. No. 
2, Navarre, Ohio 

Rockdale Fire Dept., Rockdale, Texas 

Roebling Vol. Fire Co., No. 3, Roebling, N. J. 

Savannah Beach Vol. Fire Dept., Savannah Beach 


ia. 

Springfield Twp. Vol. Fire Dept., Ontario, Ohio 

Syosset Fire Dist., Syosset, L. I., N. Y 

U. 8. Custodian Hospital Fund, Fort Frances E. 
Warren, Wy. 

Springfield Twp. Vol. Fire Dept., Ontario, Ohio 

Syosset Fire Dist., Syosset, L. I., N. Y. 

U. S. Custodian Hospital Fund, Fort Frances E. 
Warren, Wy. 

Vestal Fire Dept., Vestal, N. Y. 

White Castle Vol. Fire Dept., White Castle, La. 


VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY 
SECTION MEMBERSHIP 


($12.50 annual dues) Eligible: 

(1) all bona fide volunteer fire organizations 
in any community. 

(2) all fire departments and companies in 
communities of less than 25,000 population. 


(3) all industrial fire brigades. 


Member companies receive ten copies of 
FIREMEN magazine each month, mailed to the 
homes of individual firemen. Beyond the ten, 
additional copies of FIREMEN cost $1.25 per year 


Volunteer Fire Company Section members re- 
ceive at their headquarters, one copy of all pub- 
lications sent to NFPA individual associate 
members. 


INDIVIDUAL ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 


($12.50 annual dues) Eligible: 


Individual fire departments, officers, firemen, 
and others interested in fire safety. NFPA asso- 
ciate members in the fire service receive: one copy 
of FIREMEN magazine monthly, the NFPA Quar- 
terly, the monthly Fire News, technical standards, 
popular bulletins and posters, 

All associate members have one vote in Asso- 
ciation affairs. 


Bement Fire Prevention District 


The Bement Fire Protection District of Bement, Illinois, (member NFPA), organized in 1946, covers a 90 
square mile rural district near Decatur, with a population of 6000. Chief Roy Allen and Assistant Chief 
James E. Crim are full paid fire fighters, assisted by 22 men divided into active and reserve units plus a 
company in a small town protected by the District apparatus. Their equipment includes a 500 gpm pumper 
with water tank and two reels with fog nozzles on an International chassis and a 250 gpm pumper on a 
Ford chassis. Call firemen are paid $5 per meeting and per fire attended. Members have attended the 
Illinois Fire College, and the Decatur Fire Department drill school as well as their own training program. 


“Churches 
are Burning’ 


Attractive and well illustrated, this two 
color 40-page pamphlet contains an 
analysis of 300 church fires. It has been 
prepared by the NFPA to guide church 
officials and others charged with the duty 


of protecting churches from fire. 


Copies are available at $1.00 each. 


“Protecting Our 
Heritage” 


This attractive 30-page pamphlet stresses 
the use of automatic protection and fire 
detection systems for libraries, museums 
and historic buildings. It is written for 
people interested in safeguarding valu- 
able manuscripts, books, and irreplacable 
art objects. Price 50c. 


NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION 


60 Batterymarch Street 
Boston 10, Mass. 


FIREMEN’S 
UNIFORMS 


SHIRTS 
BADGES 
CAPS 
INSIGNIA 


Manufacturers 
of Uniforms 
for over 
50 years 


Official Makers of Uni- 
forms for New York City 
Fire and Police Depart- 
ments, and Serving Other 
Departments from Coast 
to Coast 


RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 


192 Lexington, New York 16, N. Y. 


Corner 32nd Street: Phone MU 6-0828 
Write for 
Fire Dept. catalog H-60 
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FEDERAL Vertical Sirens 


. avoid winter paralysis. Winter's sleet and snow 
will soon be driving people indoors behind insulated 
walls and sealed storm windows. Your alarm siren 
must not only penetrate these obstacles but also com- 
pete with favorite radio programs. 

Now more than ever your community requires a 
loud dependable alarm as the nerve center of your 
protection system. Be sure your signal is adequate 
for the winter season. 

Now is the time to replace the old, worn-out signal 
with a new all-powerful, dependable Federal Siren, 
precision-built in weather-proof housing and durably 
constructed for extra long life. Federal Vertical Sirens 
are built with motors especially designed for alarm 
service. They are exceptional in pick-up, tone power 
and general performance. Don’t risk lives with an 
inadequate alarm when a moderate expenditure will 
replace it with a dependable world-renowned Federal 
Vertical Siren alarm system. A variety of standard 
models is available. Write for literature. 


FEDERAL ENTERPRISES, INC. 


Formerly: FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 


SOUTH STATE STREET 


CHICAGO 19, ILLINOIS 


NEW VOLUNTEER FIRE 
COMPANY DECALS 


NOW! a low cost way to identify 
yourself with your Fire Co. 


Dries hose in a few hours 

Saves space — fits in any corner 
Keeps all hose ready for service 
Makes good hose last longer 
Reduces new building costs 
Improves station design 

Dries fire clothing, too 


YOUR HOSE COMPANY 
NAME AND ADDRESS HERE 


Kentucky Holds Simultaneous 
State-wide School Fire Drill 

HE “largest single school fire drill 

ever held” was a main feature of 
Kentucky’s observance of 1949 Fire 
Prevention Week. All of the State’s 
601,000 pupils and teachers participated 
in the program sponsored by State Fire 
Marshal W. L. Martin in cooperation 
with school officials, fire department, 
and insurance groups. 

Twelve radio stations carried separate 
fire safety programs on Monday morn- 
ing, October 10. Each sounded the 
alarm for the drill at precisely 9:071% 
C.S.T. according to James P. Sullivan, 
Secretary, Kentucky Fire Safety Com- 
mission. Through receiving sets in their 
classrooms, provided for the occasion, 
principals in 5,665 public and parochial 
schools heard the radio signal and op- 
erated their school fire alarms. 

Due to inaccessibility of electric cur- 
rent, battery and portable sets were 
furnished to a number of the smaller 
schools. 

Powerful WHAS, Louisville, a 50,000 
watt station, gave a dramatic story of 
tragic school fires entitled ‘A Chance 
to Live,” emphasizing the importance 
of fire drill training. 


NFPA Standards for Fur Storage 
Vaults 

HERE are few types of property 

where a larger loss may be en- 
countered in such a small area as has 
occurred in fires involving fur storage 
vaults. It is not unusual to have values 
far exceeding $1,000,000 in a single fur 
storage vault. Fire departments should 
be concerned with the proper protection 
of any fur storage in their territory. ‘The 
NFPA Committee on General Storage, 
through its Subcommittee on Fur 
Vaults, has prepared revised standards 
which were adopted at the 1949 Annual 
Meeting and have been published as 
pamphlet No. 81. 

The new standards contain informa- 
tion in sections on Construction of Fur 
Vaults and Fur Storage Buildings, Op- 
eration of Vaults, Hazards, and Sug- 
gestions for Fire Protection including 
automatic protection and fire detection 
equipment. There is also a suggested 
plan for arrangement of fur storage 
vaults. 

Copies of this standard, printed by 
the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, are available from the NFPA 
on request. 


FOR SALE 


Now every member of your volunteer fire company 
can have this richly-colored 4% x 312” authentic 
decal with your fire company's name and address 
printed at the bottom panel. 


Lots of 100 only 35c each. Order today, 
or write for further information. 


American LaFrance 1929 Hook & Ladder 
truck with chemical tank and all associated 
equipment including 55-ft. extension ladder. 
Motor, tires and all equipment in good condi- 
tion. Any reasonable offer accepted. Write to 


ARTHUR F. HYATT, Secretary 
ELMONT FIRE DISTRICT 
Elmont, New York 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


THE (iRcULS Zee CORPORATION 
RPP Se eee: 
DETROIT 2 rs 


UNITED STATES DECAL CO. 


MICHIGAN P.O. BOX 193 BUFFALO 17, N. Y. 
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.|anotHer BARTON-AMERICAN acuievenent 


, | A NEW ADDITION TO OUR LINE WITH Model -UA 


te | THESE OUTSTANDING FEATURES! 


4 » Pump frost proofed in winter, ad- 
in, ditional engine cooling in summer 


eir @ Heavy duty transmission to match ever 
increasing engine horsepowers 


e@ New Dual Universal Joint 
Spline Shaft Power Take-Off 


@ Meets all Underwriter’s requirements 


as to capacities and pressures 

100 ‘ , , 

of e Especially designed for high 
ee pressure fog gun service 

ce 

@ Positive priming with the frost 

proof Barton American Dual 


e s 
3 Float Vacuum Primer 
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La by the manufacturer of the Original Front Mounted Pump 
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by For Additional Information Write 
ler- ! for Bulletin 8330-F Edition 1 
‘PA 


[AMERICAN =MARSH PUMPS 
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a obvious opera- 
tion makes the Randolph 
really panic-proof— gets it into action 
before the fire spreads- 
instantly with a snowy cloud of CO,! 
No valves to turn, no nozzles to ad- 
just; just point and press your thumb! 
>» is non-damaging, 
It’s non-toxic, 
freeze. UNDERWRITERS’ APPROVED. 

Learn how Randolph gives your plant better preventive fire 
protection! Write or wire: 


RANDOLPH LABORATORIES, INC. 


9 EAST KINZIE STREET @ CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


American-Marsh Pumps, Ine 


Randolph CO 


trace. 


w how to 


know = orate this this extinguisher 
"st BY LOOKING Ar Ir/ 


won't 


kills fire 


conduct electricity, deteriorate or 


evaporates without @ 





INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


Ansul Chemical Co. 
John Bean Mfg. Co. 
Ceirns & Brother 
Carpenter Mfg. Co. 
The Circul-Air Corp. 


C-O-Two Fire Equipment Co. 
W.S. Darley 


& Co. 


Federal Enterprises, Inc. 


The Gamewell Co. . 


Hale Fire Pump Co. 


27 Howe Fire Apparatus Co. 
Luverne Fire Apparatus Co. 
Mack Mfg. Corp. 

Metealf Bros. & Co. 
Midwestern Mfg. Co. 
Randolph Laboratories, Inc. 
J. P. Redington & Co. 
Rockwood Sprinkler Co. 
Russell Uniform Co. 

Scott Aviation Corp. 

D. B. Smith & Co. 

24 U.S. Decal Co. 
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When you write to advertisers, please mention FIREMEN 


Since 1872 HOWE Fire Truck Equipment Meeting Every Service 


Centrifugal, 











Rotary and Piston Pumps supplied 


_HOWE FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY, 1406 West 22nd Street, Anderson, indiana 
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Firemen Training in Great Britain 


HE British fire services maintain 16 

training centers providing a_ two 
months’ course of basie¢ training which is 
to be increased to three months as soon 
as circumstances permit. An effort is 
being made to increase the work of fire 
prevention officers. Some of the larger 
brigades maintained fire prevention 
branches before the war and during the 
war a considerable number of fire pre- 
vention officers were trained in a six 
months’ course at the National Fire 
Service College. A new National Fire 
Service College is being set up at Wot- 
ton House, near Dorking in Surrey. 

In April 1948, the British wartime 
National Fire Service was transformed 
into 135 separate fire brigades instead of 
a single national service. Most of these 
new brigades were county or county 
borough (city) brigades. The National 
Fire Service had been operated by the 
British Home Office which has retained 
a measure of supervision over the local 
brigades through the office of a Chief 
Inspector of Fire Services H. M. Smith. 

The fire services in England and 
Wales at the end of 1948 numbered 
18,216 men and 493 women on full-time 
duty and 15,219 men and 176 women on 
part-time duty. There were also 793 
members of local fire units (volunteers). 


The High Spots in TVA 
Fire Protection 

Continued from page 14 
tial fire targets. For engendering self- 
confidence and familiarity with equip- 
ment, one hot, live fire is believed worth 
dozens of ordinary drills. 
Standards. Wherever practicable, NFPA 
standards and codes are adopted as the 
minimum good practice for TVA. Prior 
to any construction, plans of camps, 
villages, and other projects are reviewed 
as fire protection problems. Plans for 
water, and fire alarm systems are co- 
ordinated between the TVA design, 
engineering and safety sections. 


Ansul Chemical Issues New 
Extinguisher Catalog 


NEW twenty-page fire extin- 
guisher catalog has been issued by 
the Ansul Chemical Company of Mari- 
netta, Wis. Included in this catalog are 
colored illustrations of the various dry 
chemical fire equipment, hand piped 


system, stationary units, fire trucks, 
trailers, ete. 
The catalog features a section of 


charts showing the characteristics of 
approved fire equipment, and graphs on 
their comparative effectiveness. Also 
included are illustrated directions for the 
use of, and recharging of dry chemical 
extinguishers. 

Persons desiring this catalog may ob- 
tain it by writing to the Ansul Chemical 
Company. 
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The Name 


CAIRNS——— 


You Find In Fire Helmets Everywhere 


ger 
ion ‘ 
ie We offer you your choice from the largest 
vail and most complete line of Fire Helmets in 
de America — in every approved style in leather, 
= aluminum or plastic, all tested by experience, 
tee and in a range of prices to fit any budget. 
ms A CAIRNS HELMET will give you 10 to 30 
years of service, making it the cheapest im- 
‘me portant piece of safety equipment you buy. 
ned THE “NEW YORKER” 
1 of (No. 5A, Leather) THE “SENATOR” 
ese Here's the toughest, safest, long- (No. 350, Aluminum ) 
ntv est-wearing helmet ever made. 5 : 7 tructi f 
’ It’s “the daddy of them all” and uperior one piece construction o 
nal sill the favorite in the lorgest graceful regulation appearance, 
he “ ae combining light weight comfort 
the departments — a “regulation ss binned ena anil 
ned standard wherever leather hel- with strength and durability. 
eal mets are preferred. 
hief 
ith. 
and 
red 
ime 
1 On 
793 
rs). INTRODUCING 
THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE FAMILY 
“ a“ 
THE CLIFTON 
THE “CLIFTON” (No. 900, Flintflex) THE “CLIFTON” 
elf- (No. 900, Flintflex ) (No. 900, Flintflex) 
Lip- This new model is a replica of the famous “New Yorker,” it is “regulation” in 
wrth every line. But it is made of a new plastic material that is light, hard but not 
brittle, and tough and flexible while still retaining its shape. It has a new type 
PA of suspension, with a formable headband that can be shaped to the individual 
the head contour. It is a non-conductor and is not affected by water or chemicals. 


rior 
Ips, 
wed 


CAIRNS PERSONAL SERVICE 


for We are always glad to give a personal service to individual 
firemen with special preferences or problems — such as unusual 


cCo- : S y 
head shapes or sizes, special frontpieces, colors, etc. 


ign, 


in- 
| by 
ari- 
are 
dry 
ped 


We produce a variety of Drop- 
Brim Helmets for those preferring 
this style — in leather, aluminum 
and plastic. 


OTHER 
CAIRNS EQUIPMENT 
FOR FIREMEN 


Turnout Clothing — Rubber Coats and Boots— Shirts and 
Caps—Belts and Badges—Banners—Loose-leaf Fire Record 
Books — Secretary’s Books — Department Record Forms. 


The Cairns Demountable Cushion 
lining is a feature of all Cairns 
Helmets— snaps in or out, without 
tools. It cushions, it insulates and it 


cks, Write for Catalog 330 grips. 

of 
3 CAIRNS & BROTHER, INC. 
{lso OUTFITTERS TO FIREMEN SINCE 1836 


the 
‘ical 


ob- 
‘ical 


854 Bloomfield Ave. 


Allwood, Clifton, N. J. 


HELMETS 
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Accidents while responding to alarms June 5 
Aerial ladders; reach of April 10 
Rockland, Me. June 6 
San Francisco, Calif July 12 
Alarms: suggested resp orse to Feb. 5 
Rexalarm, fire detectior Oct. i6 
Apartment house fires: Brighton, N.Y. Feb. 14 
Chicago, Ill. Jan. 15 
Cleveland, Ohio Jan, 15 
Arson detection course: Purdue March 24 
Atomic energy: Fire protection Aug. il 
Public fire departments Jan. 14 
Radioactive Isotopes Oct. 24 
Automobile factory fire: Dearborn . Feb. 16 
Auxiliary sauad companies: Chicago April § 


health hazard. April 24 


Boat fire: Potomac River Feb. 11 
Bog fire: Rockland, Me June 6 
British firemen: test new plastic helmet June 31 

Training Dec. 28 
Brush fire: Los Angeles City, Calif. Feb. 9 


hand signals 


Feb. 12 


Canvas factory fire, San Francisco, 

Calif. . April 5 
Chemistry in relation to fire risk . June 11 
Christmas trees, disposal of, Minne 

apolis March 30, Dee. 5 
Church exy losion: Marion, 8S. D June 12 
City club fire: Ogden, Utah Jan. 15 

Rockland, Me : Tg 6 

Civil defense Jan. 8, Feb. 16, Oct. 14, Nov.22 

Dec. 8 

Coal dock fire; New York, N. Y Sept. 11 

Coal yard fire: Bangor, Me Sept. 11 
Cold Storage warehouse fire: Kansas 

City, Mo.. Jan. 15 

College fire: F: armville, Va.. May 12 
Courtland, N.Y... Feb. 10 
Gambier, Ohio April 5 
Lexington, Ky Jan 15 
Marietta, Ohio May 12 

College fire dept.: Star ford University . Jan. 12 
University of Alab OE sa wb 0 Dec. 5 

Conflagration: Revere, Mass... Sept. 5 

Cotton warehouse fire: Piredale, Calif. March 23 

Creosote treating plant fire: Seattle, 

Wash. May 12 
Current problems of the fire service July 7 
Department store fire: Blackfoot, Idaho March 16 

Fremont, Ohio Feb. 15 
Logan, Utah Feb. 15 
Drill tower, Richwoods Twp. Dec. 15 
Dust exy loskoe a; April 6 
Dwelling fire: Garden City, L. I. Feb. 15 
near Kalamazoo, Mich. Jure 5 
Lakewood, Mich e April 15 
Talbot County, Md.. April 15 







Elevator fire detected by Rexalarm Oct. 19 
Emergency trucks: Westville, Okla Jan. 15 
Exhibition hall fire: Des Moines, lowa. Oct. 11 
San Bernadino, Calif. Sept. 11 
Extinguishers: Automatie vaporizing 
liquid. April 22 


plant fire: Swift Current, 
Sask. . Jan. 1 


ao 


Fire als arm disnatcher Sept. 7 
Fire apparatus crash: Auburn, Me.. Sert. 6 
Fire apparatus specifications Aug. 8 
Fire boats: \ ilwaukee, Wis Oct. 16 
Philadelnmhia, Pa... F Oct. 17 
Fire departments: Rerent, Ill Tec. 23 
Berlin, Germany May 8 
Black Mountain, N. C. Oct. 27 
Brockton, Mass. . Feb. 11 
Camp Lejeune, N. C June 8 
Chicago, IIL. April 8 
Dallas, Texas May 27 
Detroit, Mich. July 6, Aug. 10, Sept. 12 
District of Columbia. . March 10, May 10 
East Bathurst, N. B.. June 7 


Edmond, Okla. 
Fall River, Mass 
Flint ' wp., Mich 
Hartville, Ohio 


March 28 
June 4I 
June 16 
Nov. 23 


, training 


Houston, Texas Feb. Ss 
Kansas City, Mo. Oct. 8 
Ladysmith, B. C June 16 
Livonia, Mich. May 20 
Miami, Fla... .. March 6, July 7 
Milwaukee, Wis. Oct. 16 
Mossbank, Sask. June 16 
Natick, Mass., fire station April 16 
Navarre, Ohio. . May 20 
Northeast Harbor, Me Aug. 13 
Norwood, Ohio Sept. 7 
Oregon, Wis.. . Jan. 16 
Port Kells, B. C. Oct. 18 
Philadelphia, Pa y Oct. 17, Nov. 28 
Richmond, Calif. ‘ May 24 
Richville, Ohio Sept. 16 
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December 1949 





Ridgeville Park, N. J 
Riverdale, Md. : 
San Francisco, Calif... 
Seattle, Wash... 
Skagit County, Wash. 
South Amherst, Ohio. 
Uxbridge, Mass 









June 
March 
July 
Jan. 
May 
Sept. 


11 
22 
12 

6 
18 


March 22 


Westville, Okla. Jan. 22 
Fire department adminis stratio n. July 8 
Fire department drills Apr‘l 20 
Fire detection Oct. 19, Dee. 10 
Fire losses, 1948...... March 7 
Firemen’s memorial, Visalia, Calif.... Sept. 6 
Firemen’s training developments in 1949 

Sept. 10, Nov. 10 
Fire-police depts. o% May 5 
Fire prevention bureaus: Burbank, 

Calif. . May i4 

Houston...... Feb. 8 
Fire Prevention Week Aug. 5, ” Se apt. 8, Dec. 9 
Fire station fire. . Feb. 15 
Fire station: Rockland, Me... . June 6 
Five & ‘Ven Cent store fire: Charleston, 

ic Wiles eas 0 April 5 

Elyria, Ohio. March 16 
Fluorescent lamp tubes, danger in 

handling...... April 24 
Foam truck for Venezuela oil fields Feb. 16 
Forcible entry tool, Brockton, Mass. Feb. 11 
Foundry fire, Chicago, Ill... . June 12 
Frozen food plant fire: Milton, Ore. May 12 
Furniture factory fire: Chicago, II. March 17 
Furniture store fire: Jerseyville, Ill. Jan. 15 

Richmond, Va... .. d Jan. 15 
Gas masks, carriers Nov. 8, Dec. 2 
Gasoline stations, self service April 20 
Gasoline tank truck fire: Old Augusta, 

Ind... June 12 
Glass panels breakage tests Jan. 14 
Grain elevator fire: Union City, Okla.. Oct. 19 
a fire: Bangor, Me........ June 12 

Endicott, N. Y May 12 

Inglewood, Calif. . ‘ , July 5 
Group fire: Independence, ‘Mo..... March 16 
Hand signals for hosemen.. . Feb. 12 
Hat factory fire: New York, N. Y.... March 17 
Helmet fronts. ‘ ‘ July 14 
High pressure water fog July 6, Sept. 12 
Holland tunrel fire, N. Y. July 13 
Hose: Leader lines, 1 7. ek Aug. 10 

Doughnut roll. Aug. 11 

Range of small stre. ams.... Jan. 24 

Relative area and flow capacity of May 13 

Skid loads, 1%-in........ March 10 
Hosnital fire: Effingham, Ill......... May 5,6 

Knoxville, "enn. . July 17 
Hotel fire: Chicago, Ill... Feb. 14 

Malad, res he ea Feb. 14 

Pinecrest, Calif. . Jan. 15 
Hydrants: New look with Scotchlite July 18 

Parking violations, New York, N. Y Aug. 12 








Industrial fire brigade: Natl. Gypsum 
Co., Kalamazoo, Mich 
New standards for...... 
Ins»ection plan: Long Beach, C alif.. 
Seattle. ....... 


Junior fire fighters, Springfield, Mo. 


Ladders: Aerial. reach of,. . 
How to handle........ 
Leader lines: 1%-in.. 
Legislative clearing house for vol. fire- 
men.. 
Library fire: Santiago, Chile. 


Loss of life, preventing in Houston, Tex. 
Lumber yard fire: Ford City, Pa.. 

PEG WK 86 55542 ese ees eee 
Machine shop fire: Cambridge, Mass. 
Manpower, fire dent........ 

Reduced hours for,. . 

Inadequate: Courtland, N. Y...... 
Marine fire fighters ; crue 
Mercantile- -apartment fire: Oakland, 


WN sisbip ktithers-a ek eda cual ve ie 
Me reantile, fire: Indepe sndence, Mo. 
Mansfield, Ohio 


Mercantile stock whse. fire: Mobile, 

Ries ginal eaten aes caleke os 
Miniature fire app ars atus.. aig 
Multiple occupancy fire: Blackfoot, 


Idaho. . 
Danville, Va. . 
Minneapolis, Minn....... 
Mutual aid: Cl -veland, Ohio, suburbs. 


NFPA 53rd Annual Meeting, San Fran- 
cisco, May 16-19, 1949. ; 
Natural gas pipe line explosion. a pana 
New York State: fire training confer- 
CD 5 dst oa Gh ores 
Legislative clearing house for vol.. 






Jan. 14 
Nov. 26 
Feb. 6 
Jan. 6 
April 16 
April 10 
March 14 
Aug. 10 
Jan. 10 
Feb. 14 
Feb. s 
Dec. 12 
Jan. 15 
March 16 
Jan. 5 
March 5 
Feb. 10 
June 8 
June 12 
June 12 
Oct. 11 
June 12 
Sept. 6 
March 16 
May 12 
March 21 
May 26 
July 9 
Feb. 14 
March 30 
Jan, 10 





Nozzles: Small stream........ 
Office building fire: Portland, Ore... . 
Oil barge fire: Memphis, ‘lenn...... . 
Oil fire: West Milwaukee, Wis. . . 
Oil refinery fire: Baltimore, Md. 

Perth Amboy, N. Y........ 
Oil spills, disposal ree 
Oil well fire: Gulf of Mexico. 
Outside fire service: Black Mountain, 

N.C - 


Paint factory fire: San Francisco, Calif. 


Paper mill fire: Plattsburg, N. Y 
Photography in the fire service...... 
Pier fire: Oakland, Calif............. 
Pre-fire planning: Seattle, Wash.... .. 
Propane bottling plant fire: Palmer, 
MUNI sila 05 wines Sale eas Roa. 

Public relations in a volunteer dept. 
Pumper, antiq.e hand type......... 
Pumper gauges, proper use of ....... 


Pump school, District of Columbia . 
Pumper relay: ‘launton, Mass.... . 


Month Page 


Jan. 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Marc} 
Oct. 
Aug. 
Oct. 
June 


Oct. 


Oct. 
Feb. 
Jan. 
May 
Jan. 


Oct. 
June 
Aug. 
March 
May 
June 











Radio: Frequency allocations. .. Aug. 8, Sept. 5 
mmo hay ig stem, Crawford, Pa. . July 19 
Hartville, O. ....... i hae Nov. 23 

Rebuilding a “~ dept.: Kansas City, 

Mo... Oct. 8 
Response to alarms Ea eee be ad 5 
Rexalarm system, grain elevators .... Oct. 19 
Rooming house fire: ‘i oronto, Ont..... Feb. 15 
Rural fire avraratus. Dec. 8 

I, WOR 6 Pi. kiana sc regs ene Jan. 16 

Rural fire protection districts: Rose- 

ville, Illinois Oct. 10 

Skagit, County, W Bibs 8 ee Las May 18 

Rural fire protection: Nebraska law Dec. 24 
Waterholes . March 23 

School fire: Clive, lowa. Oct. ll 
Ogdensburg, N. Y........ May 12 
West Bridgewater, Mass.... May 12 
Want Lim, GG... «os sc 0ccss “March 17, April 14 

School fire drill, state-wide, Kentucky. Dec. 15 

Self-service gasoline stations......... April 20 

Ship fire: ‘J oronto, Ont.............. Nov 6 

Shipyard fire: Vancouver, Wash...... Sept 11 

Shoe store fire: Minreanolis, Minn.... May 12 

Siren frevue>cy control... .. April 26 

Skid loads, W ashington, Ra Rats ake March 10 

Small hose, use of. ; . Jan. 15, Sept. 10 

Small water mains...... Oct. 5 

Smoking in bed. May 15 

Soybean oil refinery fire: C olumbus, O. Oct. 11 

Spring clean-up. March 5 

Stone crusher fire: E lizabethtown, Pa. Jan. 15 

Subway fire: Boston, Mass.......... March 8 

Suction booster, Swansea, Mass...... June 18 








Tank trucks, water..............4 April 12, Dec. 6 
Teamwork with, at rural fires . .Feb. 22, Dec. 22 
Television in the fire station......... eb. 5 
Tenement fire: New Waterford, N.S April 15 
ING NOPE Th. Bivksw na vasnces June 12 
——— warehouse fire: Buffalo, N. Y. Sept. 11 
Theatre fire: Syracuse, N. Y......... Oct. ll 
Trade school fire: Detroit, Mich... .... June 12 
Training: 1949 report............ Nov. 10 
Erie County, N. Y...... Dec. 18 
Fall River, Mass............... June 4 
Great Britain. ... Dec. 22 
PO 53h an a cdi hones meet Dec. 13 
Nassau County, N. Y........... Dec. 22 
Penrsylvania.... Dec. 13 
NEE, Gln 6 o's Wes essc creas May 24 
Tunnel; Fire, New York, N. Y....... July 18 
University fire: Santiago, Chile...... Feb 14 
Vacant building fire: Chicago, IIl.. March 5 
Vanorizing liauid extinguishers. . April 22, Dec. 14 
Volunteer firemen’s legislative clearing 
house of the State of New York.. Jan. 10 
Warehouse fire: Rochester, N. Y. Sept 11 
Miami, Fla....... Jan 15 
Silver Spring, Md....... Sept. 11 
Water fog, Detroit, Mich. July 6, Aug. 10, Sept. 12 
Water: hand signals for,.......... Feb. 12 
Supply problem in civil defense. . . Feb. 16 
errr rere Dec. 20 
Supply failure, Taunton, Mass.. June 6 
Waterholes for rural protection... .. March 23 
New Brunswick eared ‘ Dec. 11 
Water tower: Roanoke, Va....... Nov. ° 
Wet water: Miami, Fla......... March 6 
Windowless buildings problem... . Aug. 6 
Winter protection hints............. Dec. 10 
Woodworker fire: Vancouver, B.C.... Feb 14 
Working hours for firemen....... Feb v 
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There’s only one 
High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighter— 


ohn __ 
BEAN 


spon found it to be true that imitations rarely 
approach the quality of the original. 


Fire-fighting equipment is no exception. Second-rate 
fire trucks give second-rate service. At best, they are 
inefficient and dangerous. 


John Bean Original High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighters 
lead the way with maximum protection and minimum 
fire loss. Carrying their own water supply, these Fire 
Fighters go into action the instant equipment arrives 


BEAN ~, 


at a fire. No time is lost laying hose. 


In action, Bean High-Pressure Fog works quickly to 
stop fires with practically no water damage. It increases 
heat absorption 10 to 1 and insures efficient, close-up 
work. 


You owe it to your community to specify the best in 
fire protection . . . John Bean High-Pressure Fog Fire 
Fighters. Write today for more information on the 
complete line of Bean fire-fighting equipment. 


Bean leads the way with this Super Model High- 
Pressure Fog Fire Fighter. 600-gal. tank—60 G.P.M. 
at 850-lb. pressure—2 hose lines, each 250 ft., 2-, 4-, 
6-ton chassis. 


HIGH-PRESSURE FOG FIRE FIGHTER 


CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS 
FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 


JOHN BEAN DIVISION, DEPT. 127, LANSING 4, MICH. °* 


JOHN BEAN DIVISION (WESTERN), 426 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF. 


Etre OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 
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FEED FOAM LIQUID OR 
,. WETTING AGENTS INTO . 


3 NEW ROCKWOOD AUTOMATIC 
PROPORTIONING UNITS THAT 
WILL PAY FOR THEMSELVES 


This simple and most accurate way to feed FOAM 
liquid or Wetting agent into your fire hose lines 
is also the least expensive — and it is entirely 
automatic. 


No longer is it necessary to pour these liquids into 
a booster tank in a hit or miss fashion. You can now 
use these only when you need them. A simple turn 
of a metering valve automatically mixes the right 
amount of Wetting agent or FOAM liquid with 
water — without guesswork. 

Here are three new Rockwood Automatic Propor- 
tioning units. One provides automatic proportioning 
for both FOAM liquid and Wetting agent, another 
is for FOAM liquid only and the third kit auto- 
matically proportions wetting agent only. All three 
kits are shown at left. They are known as the new 
type B Rockwood Across-the-Pump Proportioners. 


If you are planning to buy a new fire truck, be sure 
to specify one of these new Rockwood propor- 
tioners. They can also be added to the fire trucks 
you now have in service. Write for complete operat- 
ing and installation data and prices. 
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88 HARLOW STREET 


WORCESTER 5. MASSACHUSETTS 


Specialists in Fire Protection Engineering, Equipment and installation since 1907 
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